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UNDERCOVER DECOYS: TARGETING 
HUMAN TRAFFICKERS AND 
RESCUING VICTIMS, PART 1

Anna Enriquez graduated as a deputy sher-

iff from Los Angeles County Sheriff ’s 

Department Academy Class 190 in 1978. 

Sheri Anderson became a deputy after graduat-

ing from Academy Class 211 in 1982. Neither had 

any idea of the interesting experiences that awaited 

them during their careers on the largest sheriff ’s 

department in the country. 

COMPLAINTS FROM RESIDENTS
The situation in their neighborhood had 

become intolerable. Men in cars would pull up to 

the curb and proposition women walking down 

the sidewalk, even mothers pushing baby strollers. 

Sex workers practicing their trade inside parked 

cars were a common sight, as were children picking 

up used condoms they found on the ground. 

Scantily clad women on the street or in a shopping 

center parking lot outside a massage parlor were 

creating noisy traffic jams that lasted late into the 

night, disturbing children who had school the 

next day. It was time for the Los Angeles County 

Sheriff ’s Department’s Vice Bureau to take action.

EARLY VICE OPERATIONS
During the early days, vice sweeps were done 

to arrest the sex workers, but never the men who 

propositioned them. Once the Vice Bureau decided 

to arrest the sex buyers as well, the process became 

more involved. Tactics were disorganized, and fe-

male deputies acting as decoy sex workers would 

now be placed in harm’s way. Instead of watching 

from inside vehicles, the backup deputies would 

hide behind bushes. When the decoy signaled that 

there was an act and price agreed upon, which 

meant the elements of a crime had been met, the 

backup deputies would rush out and nab the man. 

This method proved successful at keeping the sex 

workers away for longer periods of time. 

STREET OPERATIONS
The Vice Bureau conducted sting operations, 

arresting street sex workers and their customers all 

around the county, including Pomona, West Hol-

lywood and Lancaster. Small cities in L.A. County 

whose police departments did not have vice offi-

cers would ask the Sheriff ’s Department to con-

duct these operations in their areas as well. For 

these operations, the vice deputies would acquire 

three rooms from a motel on the street where the 

sex workers were prevalent. One room was used 

for takedowns, where the arrests of the sex buy-

ers were made. A second room was used to book 

the sex buyers, while a third room was used by the 

decoys to write their arrest reports and await their 

next deployment.

UNDERCOVER MALE DEPUTIES
When the vice operation began, male deputies 

posing as sex buyers would drive around looking 

for sex workers. When one was located and an 

agreement was made, the woman would be 

arrested. Once the area around the street where the 

Vice Bureau was working was clear, deputies would 

set up a command center, deploy their own girls, 

monitor the decoys and coordinate the takedowns.

OBTAINING INFORMATION 
FROM THE SEX WORKERS

After being arrested, sex workers were inter-

viewed by the decoys. They told deputies how they 

walked and talked, how to get a man’s attention and 

what to say and not say. The decoys also learned 

the meanings behind the terminology used by the 

sex workers. All of the sex workers agreed that they 

had to act very confident; they had to act as if they 

were “it” and like they were doing the guy a favor.

They said walking back and forth wasn’t enough; 

the decoys needed to watch the traffic and try to 

make eye contact with the male drivers so that the 

prospective sex buyers would know the decoy was 

open for business. Besides watching the passing 

cars, the decoys discovered they had to be aware of 

men walking behind them or riding by on bicycles 

who might grope them. 

SURVEILLANCE DEPUTIES
Deputies hidden in vehicles or disguised as 

drunks were placed in strategic positions to pro-

vide surveillance and backup. All decoys wore a 

wire that was monitored by a sergeant in a van or 

motorhome. The sergeant coordinated the opera-

tion from a spot that allowed the primary “eye” to 

see all the surveillance locations and inform the 

deputies over the radio what was taking place. 

COMMAND CENTER
Once a motorhome was obtained to use 

as a command post, the Vice Bureau evolved. 

Male deputies stationed inside the motorhome 

monitored the listening devices worn by the 

undercover decoys and recorded any dialogue on 

an audio recorder. Once a deal was complete, they 

would notify backup deputies by radio to make 

the arrest. At that time, pagers were very popular, 

so the wire was located inside a pager, making it 

unnoticeable. Later, when pagers went out of style, 

Deputy Anderson still wore one. When asked 

about it, she would simply say she couldn’t afford a 
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cellphone and needed the pager so that her mother 

could contact her. 

THE CRIME
In order to have a legal arrest, there must be an 

agreed-upon sex act, an agreed-upon price and 

furtherance of the agreement. It’s common for 

sex buyers to pull their cars over to a woman they 

perceive to be a sex worker and ask, “Do you want 

to date?” or “Are you dating?” Although they’re not 

explicitly asking, “Are you a prostitute?” the mean-

ing is clear. 

Once it’s been acknowledged that they are “dat-

ing,” the decoy will ask, “What would you like to-

day?” or “How can I make you happy?” After the sex 

buyer says what he wants, he’s given a price based 

on information gathered from interviews with sex 

workers who had been arrested in that area. Prices 

in low-income areas were much lower than those 

in high-income areas.

SIGNALING TO THE 
BACKUP DEPUTIES

Once an offer was agreed upon, the decoy 

would always give a hand signal to alert the other 

deputies in case the wireless transmitter wasn’t 

working. She would pull on her ear, in much the 

same way popular actress, comedienne and singer 

Carol Burnett did at the end of her TV shows to tell 

her grandmother that she loved her. It is presumed 

this is where the idea for the signal came from, al-

though in this case, the meaning was very different. 

It made the deputies in the command center aware 

that the decoy and sex buyer were on their way, 

thus allowing the takedown team time to prepare. 

THE TAKEDOWN
The vice deputies had three rooms reserved in 

the motel, one of which was used for the takedown. 

For safety reasons, backup deputies were positioned 

in vehicles in the parking lot. Upon entering the mo-

tel room, the decoy would slam the door. The take-

down deputies, dressed in raid jackets, would come 

out of the restroom where they had been hiding and 

arrest the sex buyer. The sex buyer would then be 

taken to the booking room where he was processed 

and where the paperwork was filled out. He was 

searched, and all of his belongings inventoried. After 

the arrest, the female deputy would join her coun-

terparts in the third motel room where they would 

wait until their next deployment. During this time, 

they wrote their reports and discussed any difficult 

situations they had encountered. 

ANNOUNCING THE ARRESTS
The day after arrests were made, local newspapers 

would run stories announcing that an undercover 

vice sting had taken place. Hoping to discourage 

would-be patrons and cut down on sex workers on 

the streets, they listed the total number, and some-

times even the names, of those arrested. 

DEPUTY ANNA ENRIQUEZ’S 
FIRST DECOY OPERATION

While working as a bailiff at Court Services 

in 1989, Deputy Anna Enriquez realized that she 

wanted to be a detective. Looking around to see 

what was available, she heard that Special Opera-

tions had openings in Vice. After talking to some 

of the deputies working that assignment, Anna de-

cided to give it a try, and a short time later began 

training on how to do her new job. 

Deputy Enriquez’s first sergeant, Kelly Gillil-

and, wanted to break Anna in before she had the 

opportunity to observe another decoy in action. 

During their briefing for an operation in Pomona, 

Enriquez was asked if there were anything she 

wouldn’t do. Being new to the job, she said no. She 

was then asked if she’d be willing to pick up a girl. 

She said, “Yeah, why not?”

Driving out to Holt Boulevard in Pomona, 

they began looking for sex workers on the street. 

Enriquez secretly hoped that there were none out 

that night, but as luck would have it, a male deputy 

spotted one. Enriquez was told to drive her under-

cover vehicle over to the woman and see what she 

said. 

Enriquez drove slowly past the sex worker sev-

eral times, staring at her, before finally tooting her 

horn and pulling over a short distance away. How-

ever, when the woman approached, Anna drove 

off. Getting up her nerve, she slowed and stopped 

once more, and the woman walked up and leaned 

into her window. Enriquez told her, “I’m really 

nervous, I’ve never done this before, but you are 

really pretty, you’re so cute.” Anna continued, ex-

plaining that even though she was married, she had 

always wanted to do this, but not with anyone she 

knew. The sex worker said she was good with it and 

asked how much Enriquez was willing to pay. After 

coming to an agreement, the woman got into the 

car. Anna flashed her high beams, the prearranged 

signal to alert her backup, and then engaged the 

woman in dialogue, asking if she knew of a mo-

tel where they could go. A marked unit with uni-

formed deputies pulled up behind them, activat-

ing the light bar. The sex worker was arrested, and 

Enriquez’s fellow deputies were impressed with her 

first undercover operation. 

DEPUTY SHERI ANDERSON’S 
FIRST DECOY OPERATION

Deputy Sheri Anderson was working patrol at 

Temple Sheriff ’s Station in the early 1990s when 

vice officers were called in to address the problem 

of prostitution on Colorado Boulevard. They asked 

if any female deputies would be willing to pose as 

decoys. Anderson, who was very naive at the time, 

volunteered, as did five other female deputies, all 

from different stations. 

The day of the operation, the decoys and arrest 

team were briefed on how the sting would work. 

The female deputies were read a list of sex acts 

and asked if they knew what each of them meant. 

Deputy Anderson looked around to see if anyone 

raised their hand, and when no one did, she raised 

hers. The male vice deputy asked Anderson which 

ones she didn’t know. She responded by saying, “All 
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but one.” She was embarrassed at the admission, 

but figured it was better to tell the truth now than 

to get out on the street and make a fool of herself. 

MORE DECOY OPERATIONS
After the first decoy operation, Anderson was 

asked to assist the Vice Detail once a week. She 

performed her normal patrol assignment and then 

worked for vice on one of her days off. 

After taking part in a sting operation the night 

before, Anderson would be working in uniform at 

Temple Sheriff ’s Station when the wives of some 

of the sex buyers would come in to pick them up. 

They would say it was entrapment, that “their 

husbands would never do that,” but Anderson 

knew better, thinking to herself, “Yes they did do 

that because they said it to me and we have them 

recorded on audio tape.” 

In another incident, an El Camino pulled over 

next to her, and Anderson, who was wearing tight 

black pants, walked up and leaned into the win-

dow. The guy was very handsome; she would rate 

him 12 on a 10 scale, and she wondered why some-

one this good-looking was out picking up women 

on the street for sex. He propositioned her and was 

arrested. The next day when the man was released, 

Anderson, who was in uniform and had her hair 

up in a bun, was working as jailer and looked a 

little different than she had the night before. The 

man kept staring at her and finally said, “Aren’t you 

the one who arrested me last night?”

Anderson replied, “Yes, I am.”

The man replied, “I just had to stop because you 

were so pretty. It’s not like I normally pick up pros-

titutes. I’d still like to take you out.”

She told him there was no way that was ever go-

ing to happen, but about a week later, a volunteer 

working the front counter came back to the jailer’s 

desk and told Anderson there was a very handsome 

man in the lobby with flowers for her. Anderson 

asked, “Is he about 6 feet tall with blonde hair, 

green eyes and broad shoulders?” 

The volunteer replied, “Yes.” Anderson told her, 

“I arrested him in a sting operation the other night; 

tell him to go away.”

When Anderson received a subpoena to appear 

in court for the man’s case, it included a subpoena 

for the tight black pants she had been wearing that 

night. Not knowing whether she was supposed to 

wear the pants or just bring them, she asked other 

deputies, but no one had ever had anything like 

that happen. She carried the pants to court on a 

hanger but didn’t have to try them on, even though 

the man insisted he did not normally pick up pros-

titutes and that the pants made him do it!

The night before the court case, Anderson was 

driving out of the station parking lot when she no-

ticed the man’s El Camino parked across the street. 

Assuming he was going to follow her home, she 

circled the block and returned to the station where 

she had a deputy in a radio car follow her to make 

sure that the man was not tailing her.

The next day when Anderson appeared in court, 

she told the judge how the man had been stalking 

her, that he asked her out when she went to release 

him, brought flowers to the counter and even tried 

to follow her home. The judge asked if she would 

swear to that under oath, and she replied that she 

would. He then turned to the man and said, “Ass-

hole, sit down!”

The man was convicted and the judge threw the 

book at him, sentencing him to many, many hours 

of community service.

Anderson now began working vice stings all 

over the county. Gaining a lot of knowledge, she 

figured the best way to put that experience to use 

was to transfer to Vice Bureau. 

TRAINING OTHERS
After transferring to Vice Bureau, Deputy 

Anderson attended many classes on undercover 

activities. She recommended ways of improving 

operations and eventually became an expert on 

how to work as a decoy. Over the years, she trained 

officers from San Jose to San Diego, instructing 

them on not just how to do the job, but, most 

importantly, how to stay safe. 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING OPERATION
One of Deputy Anderson’s scariest undercover 

operations involved a coke user who was always 

under the influence and became paranoid very 

quickly. He advertised for girls to travel to Japan 

to become hostesses. Many innocent girls were en-

thralled with the idea of a free trip to Japan, but 

once they arrived, their passports were taken away. 

Forced to take drugs until they became addicted, 

they could now be manipulated to work as pros-

titutes. 

Anderson was assigned to infiltrate this op-

eration by applying for a job as a hostess in Japan. 

After making an appointment, she met with the 

man at his storefront in El Monte. The front of 

the building was made up of large glass windows 

so that anyone approaching could be seen, and 

there was no back door in which to escape in case 

of emergency.

Anderson and her backup deputies devised a 

plan where, in an extreme emergency, they would 

drive a vehicle through the plate glass windows. 

Anderson was instructed that if she were in need of 

assistance, to move away from the windows so that 

she would not be harmed by shattered glass. 

Deputies knew the man had numerous weap-

ons, but not to what extent. When Anderson en-

tered his office, she was not wearing a wire but had 

one hidden in her purse. The man searched her 

purse but never located it due to all the makeup 

and other items. Wanting to impress Anderson 

and to show how powerful he was, he opened a 

huge cabinet containing an arsenal of every type of 

weapon imaginable.

An informant warned Anderson beforehand 

that the man had sex with every girl he hired, so 

she was going to have to do some fast talking to 

keep that from happening. Anderson managed to 

get out of it and was able to leave unscathed. After 

the investigation was complete, the man was ar-

rested and the eight girls who were being held cap-

tive were rescued.

Edited by Jan Jenkins (LASD Retired). I
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UNDERCOVER DECOYS: 
TARGETING HUMAN TRAFFICKERS 
AND  RESCUING VICTIMS, PART 2

In the early stages of undercover operations, 

microphones with wireless transmitters were 

very bulky and hard to conceal. The trans-

mitter was taped to the decoy’s back between the 

shoulder blades, while the wire that led up to the 

microphone was taped down to her collarbone, 

allowing for good reception. It was crucial that 

the decoys wore clothing that kept the transmitter 

from being seen.

TRAINING VIDEO
The Vice Bureau was constantly using new 

deputies during these operations. This meant 

that each one had to be trained, so Deputy Sheri 

Anderson worked with the Media Resources Unit 

to produce a video demonstrating how a decoy 

was expected to act and walk, what to say to a 

prospective sex buyer and how to stay safe in vul-

nerable situations. The video covered all of the 

important topics, thus ensuring consistency in 

training so that everyone operated the same way. 

ADDITIONAL TRAINING
By sitting in a car with one of the backup depu-

ties observing what was taking place and listening 

over the wire to the conversations, new decoys got 

a real understanding of what men would say to 

them and how they should respond.

THE SEX BUYERS
Standing on the sidewalk, decoys try to appear 

as actual sex workers by watching the cars go by 

and trying to make eye contact with the drivers. 

The backup deputies watched as some driv-

ers repeatedly drove by to make sure no police 

were in the area. Many of the sex buyers arrested 

turned out to be married middle-class men who 

had families. 

KEEPING THE COMMAND 
POST INFORMED

The command post must be kept informed. 

Since they don’t know what’s going on when a 

customer approaches a decoy, it’s important that 

she voices what she sees. Some customers may 

be nude, masturbating or even wearing women’s 

underwear. There is always the possibility that the 

suspect may be armed or have a weapon sitting on 

the seat next to him.  Decoys alerted the support 

team by articulating the threat over 

the wire by saying, “Oh, you have a 

gun. You’re not going to use that on 

me, are you?” They then moved to 

a preselected area of cover and let 

the uniformed deputies move in and 

arrest him.

PATTERNS
In some areas, the undercover 

deputies noticed a pattern. The 

busiest times seemed to be between 

4 and 6 p.m. when men got off work 

and wanted to buy sex before going 

home. Things would quiet down 

after 6 p.m. since people were at 

home having dinner. Later in the 

evening, men would tell their wives 

they were going to the store but 

were actually out shopping for a 

sex worker. 

CHILD NEGLECT 
It bothered deputies when a father 

would arrange to have sex with a 

decoy, then enter the motel room, 

leaving his infant child in the car. 

One incident really upset Deputy 

Anderson. While working on Colo-

rado Boulevard in Pasadena, she 

was watching people in their cars 

when she saw a man and woman 

with a baby pass by. A little while 

later, the man returned, negotiated 

a sex act and price, then drove over 

to the motel room and went inside, 

leaving his child in the car. After he 

was arrested, he was asked where his 

wife was, and he said he had dropped 

her off at the mall. Deputies located her there, 

explained the situation and brought her back to the 

motel to take custody of the child. Unfortunately, 

scenarios like this were not uncommon. 

It troubled Deputy Anna Enriquez when one 

father with an infant in a car seat stopped and 

asked how much she’d charge to have sex with 

him. Enriquez kept bringing up the child, but the 

father pressed on about a price. Finally, she gave 

him one and he said, “OK, let’s go do it.”

Enriquez asked, “What about the child?”

The man said, “I’ll just give her a stick of gum 

with the wrapper on it, and by the time she gets 

it unwrapped and starts chewing, we’ll be done; 

I’m really fast.”

Enriquez was shocked that this father was 

planning to have sex with a prostitute while 

leaving his child in the car. If he left his child 

in the car, she felt that he needed to be arrested, 

so she gave him the room number. True to his 

word, he handed the child a piece of gum in the 

wrapper, rolled the windows down a little, locked 

the doors and walked away. When Enriquez and 

the father entered the motel room, the man was 

arrested, charged with soliciting sex for money, 
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and child neglect. The child was removed to a 

safe environment.

BIZARRE REQUESTS
It comes as no surprise that people with 

bizarre fantasies are attracted to the sex industry, 

but for some of these strange acts to be illegal, 

they must bring sexual satisfaction to the person 

making the request. 

Deputy Anderson was once approached by a 

man with a chicken in his car who wanted to pay 

her to chase the chicken around the motel room 

while she was naked and talking sexy. As this was 

occurring, he would pleasure himself in the corner 

of the room, thus making the act illegal.

Deputy Rene Martinez was working undercover 

when a man drove up to her and asked if she would 

step on spiders so he could lick them off her feet. 

After she agreed, he parked his car and opened 

the trunk, where there were books on foot fetishes 

along with jars containing a variety of bugs. He 

brought several jars into the motel room, where 

he was arrested. When the DA presented the case 

in court, it was thrown out because no sex act had 

been involved. Another time, Rene was asked to 

stomp on crickets so the man could lick them off 

her feet. Since she knew from the prior case that the 

DA could not prosecute, she sent him on his way. 

Deputy Anna Enriquez said that some men 

would drive up to her and be masturbating when 

she leaned in to the car to talk to them. Many times, 

the men would ejaculate and then just drive off. By 

the time she could explain over the wire what had 

happened, the guy was long gone.

A male deputy using his personal vehicle to con-

duct sweeps was really angry when a prostitute 

he arrested peed all over the front passenger seat. 

Deputy Enriquez and her partner arrested a 

prostitute who was not wearing underwear. When 

they tried to remove her from the back seat, she 

began fighting. By the time they got her under con-

trol and into the station, there was fecal matter all 

over the interior of the car and all over them! 

Undercover operations can get very competitive 

as decoys see who can make the most arrests. One 

sex buyer stopped and asked for a certain sex act 

but didn’t have any money. He asked if there was 

something he could give her instead. The decoy 

spotted a sandwich on the car seat and said, “I 

haven’t eaten all day, can I have the sandwich?” 

Spotting a CD of a mariachi band, she added, “And 

that CD.” He agreed and was arrested. 

HIGH-PROFILE ARRESTS
A variety of high-profile people including fire-

men, police officers, politicians, doctors and city 

leaders have been arrested during these operations. 

No matter who they are, they are treated with the 

same dignity and professionalism. If someone from 

one of these professions was arrested, it was the 

lieutenant’s job to notify their employer.

Working as a decoy in 2008, Reserve Deputy 

Kathy Butler was propositioned by a man, who, it 

was discovered after his arrest, was an L.A. County 

Sheriff ’s Department reserve deputy. Butler testi-

fied in court on that case but never learned the 

outcome. She thought it was ironic, one reserve 

deputy arresting another. 

Deputy Cindy Conner told of the time she was 

backing up male deputies during an operation 

brought on by numerous complaints of men being 

propositioned in the restroom at a park in the City 

of Industry. One decoy was propositioned by a man 

who turned out to be a priest. During booking, the 

priest asked Deputy Conner how long it would 

take because he had a counseling session with two 

parishioners back at his church.

Conner was working as a decoy when she was 

propositioned by a high school principal. As they 

were walking back to the room, the man said, “I’m 

kind of concerned about going into the motel 

room, because I’ve seen TV shows where they show 

men as they are caught with prostitutes.”

She told him, “Well, you’re gonna just have to 

roll the dice; if you don’t think I’m worth it, then 

you can leave now.” 

It just so happened that a TV show was, indeed, 

filming this operation. When the man entered the 

room and was handcuffed, the TV cameras came 

out and started videotaping him. His worst night-

mare came true!

Another time, while working as a decoy, Deputy 

Conner walked up to a vehicle. As the sex buyer 

propositioned her, she noticed a prostitute sit-

ting in the car whom she had arrested numerous 

times. The woman, who was a heroin addict and 

had acted as an informant for Conner in the past, 

recognized her and went to alert the man that Con-

ner was a deputy. Before she could, Deputy Conner 

said, “Boy, it’s getting hot outside!” which was the 

code that alerted surveillance deputies that she 

needed immediate assistance. The sex buyer later 

admitted that he was trying to get two prostitutes 

for the price of one. 

Deputy Kim Shelton was working as a decoy in 

Lancaster when she was propositioned by a junior 

high school teacher. After his arrest, his car was 

inventoried before being towed. When the trunk 

was opened, they found a huge variety of bizarre 

sex toys and videos. Shelton said it was very dis-

turbing to see some of the sick things that were in 

that trunk. She felt that he shouldn’t be around kids 

and was glad he had finally been arrested. 

Sheri Anderson and Anna Enriquez shared a 

unique case. It involved a deputy who was working 

Early Morning shift at Lancaster Sheriff ’s Station. 
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It was reported that, while on duty, the deputy was 

picking up women off the street and having oral 

sex with them in his radio car.

Because Deputy Anderson had been in the same 

Academy class as the deputy in question, Anna 

was the decoy. Enriquez was on the street for a 

while, but the deputy never came by. The sergeant 

coordinating the operation called the station and 

reported a suspicious vehicle a block away. 

After handling the call, the deputy drove past 

and saw Enriquez. Stopping, he talked to her and 

asked for her ID. Undercover deputies are given 

fake driver’s licenses, so if anyone checks them, 

they appear to be legitimate. Running the driver’s 

license, it came back that she lived in L.A., so he 

asked why she was all the way out in Lancaster. She 

said she was visiting a friend, decided to stay and 

was just hanging out on the street. He talked to her 

a little more and then left. Enriquez hung around 

for a while, then Deputy Anderson picked her up 

in an undercover vehicle. The deputy in the radio 

car must have been hidden and watching, because 

as soon as they drove off, he came out of nowhere 

and pulled them over. Anderson got out of the car 

and walked to the radio car, where she chastised the 

deputy for messing with her informant. She then 

got back in the vehicle and they drove off. 

Since the decoy operation didn’t work, surveil-

lance methods were put into place that caught the 

deputy having oral sex with a woman in his radio 

car. The deputy was fired. 

Sheri Anderson was working as a decoy on Col-

orado Boulevard only a few blocks from where her 

mother worked when a co-worker of her mother 

drove by and saw her. The woman arrived home 

and called Sheri’s mother, asking how her daughter 

was doing. Sheri’s mom said she was doing great. 

After a few moments of indecision, the co-worker 

finally said, “I don’t know how to tell you this, but I 

saw Sheri on Colorado Boulevard and she’s a pros-

titute.” Her mother explained that her daughter was 

a deputy sheriff working undercover as a prostitute.

COMMUNITY SERVICE OFFICERS 
ARRESTED ON DUTY

Deputy Rene Martinez was on the street work-

ing as a decoy in front of the Zephyr Motel in 

Lennox when she was approached by two com-

munity service officers in an Inglewood Police 

Department patrol vehicle. Deputies she knew who 

worked the area would stop by and talk to her, so 

she assumed the CSOs knew she was a decoy. When 

they asked her name, she thought they were jok-

ing and answered, “They call me Sugar!” adding, 

“You may want to get out of here because I just 

may be a cop.” 

She also told them they were jeopardizing the 

operation, repeating four or five times that she may 

be a cop and they should leave. Martinez was wear-

ing an earpiece so that the command post could 

talk to her, and they instructed that she go ahead 

and take them down. The officers asked once again 

how much for oral sex, so she answered, “Twenty 

dollars for each of you.”

One of them said, “How about $20 for both of us?”

“No,” she replied firmly, “it’s $20 apiece.”

They said they didn’t have enough money, so 

she suggested they go to the bank. After they left, 

another sex buyer came along and propositioned 

Martinez, so she took him to the motel room, where 

he was arrested. 

A little while later, a knock was heard at the door. 

A deputy looked through the peephole and saw it 

was the two Inglewood P.D. community service 

officers. When she opened the door, the CSOs 

waved $40 in her face and said, “We picked up the 

money.” She asked them where they had parked 

their car, and they said it was behind the trailer 

court because they didn’t want anyone to know 

what they were doing.

A captain from the Inglewood Police Depart-

ment happened to be observing that day because 

they were considering using the Sheriff ’s Depart-

ment’s decoys for an operation in their city. As the 

CSOs stood in the doorway, their captain walked up 

and asked, “What were you thinking?” Inglewood 

P.D. handled the incident so the Sheriff ’s Depart-

ment was not involved. The captain took the CSOs 

back to the station, while another unit with two 

officers arrived to retrieve their car.

The next day when Martinez reported to work, 

someone showed her an article in the local news-

paper about the incident involving the CSOs. She 

hadn’t contacted the news media and never knew 

who did.

DANGEROUS ENCOUNTER
Deputy Rene Martinez was working as a decoy 

at a motel on Western Avenue in Gardena when a 

man drove up and solicited her. After directing him 

where to park, she gave him the motel room num-

ber and he met her at the door. She didn’t know he 

was a married fireman. As they entered the room, 

she went to the other side of the bed and uniformed 

deputies emerged from the restroom and arrested 

him. The man was booked, processed and cited out. 

After leaving, he moved his car, parking it on the 

street near the driveway where he could observe the 

motel parking lot. He sat and watched as each decoy 

was deployed. When Deputy Martinez walked out, 

he put his car in gear and pulled into the parking 

lot. Hitting the gas, he accelerated 150 feet straight 

toward Martinez, who was walking with her head 

down. She never saw the car until it was right in 

front of her. Jumping into the air just as the car 

struck the front of her legs, she was slammed 

against the hood, injuring her back. Surveillance 

deputies sitting in cars in the parking lot immedi-

ately pulled behind the suspect’s vehicle, blocking 

it in. The man was arrested and Martinez was taken 

to the hospital. She was off for a short period of 

time but soon returned to work. The fireman was 

fired, convicted of assault with a deadly weapon 

and sent to prison. 

See Part 3 in the next issue of Star News.

Edited by Jan Jenkins (LASD Retired)
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UNDERCOVER DECOYS: 
TARGETING HUMAN TRAFFICKERS 
AND RESCUING VICTIMS, PART 3

For years, deputies raided massage 
parlors that were being used as houses 
of prostitution, arrested the women 

working there and closed down the business. 
Deputy Sheri Anderson wanted to go a step 
further by taking over the business for a day and 
arresting the customers as well. To determine 
if a massage parlor was legitimate, Anderson 
would observe customers as they arrived and 
document the clothes they were wearing and 
their appearance as they entered. She also 
copied down their license plate numbers and 
a description of their vehicles. When they left, 
she noted whether they were wearing the same 
clothing or if their clothes appeared disheveled.

The male Vice deputies had their doubts 

about taking over a massage parlor and using 

female deputies to arrest male customers, so they 

let Anderson gather information on her own. 

To accomplish this, she would stake out the 

parking lot of a massage parlor and then follow 

customers as they drove away. She would pull 

up alongside them, flash her badge and order 

them to pull over. If they didn’t, she just let them 

go. The ones that did stop were considered a 

consensual contact. She would ask many ques-

tions, such as how much they paid and how the 

operation was conducted. All of this information 

was included in her request for a warrant. Once 

a judge signed the remaining order, the deputies 

could take over the massage business and, thanks 

to the information gathered by Anderson, keep 

it running in its usual manner. 

MASSAGE PARLOR OPERATIONS
The first part of the massage parlor operation 

involved male deputies entering a business where 

they were propositioned. Once it was determined 

that all of the women working there were pros-

titutes, a remaining order was obtained and the 

women were arrested. Deputy decoys took the 

place of the prostitutes and escorted the custom-

ers to a room. After agreeing on a price for sex, 

the decoy would say she would be right back. 

She walked out and the backup deputies would 

come in and make the arrest. Suzette’s, in the city 

of Bell, employed up to 10 sex workers and was 

one of the largest illegal massage parlors closed 

by Vice deputies. 

SERGEANT RICHARD 
BOJORQUEZ, MALE DECOY

The captain of East L.A. Station wanted the 26 

illegal massage parlors in its area identified and 

shut down. Sergeant Richard Bojorquez, who was 

in charge of the Special Problems Unit, asked the 

Vice Unit to help in conducting this undercover 

operation. 

Vice had worked the area in the past, so their male 

decoys would likely be known to the workers in the 

massage parlors. Because of that, they asked Sergeant 

Bojorquez if members of his 

Special Problems Unit would 

be willing to pose as sex buy-

ers. No one wanted to take 

on this role, so Bojorquez 

decided to set an example 

by volunteering. For his first 

operation, he was briefed on 

what he could and couldn’t 

do and what he should and 

shouldn’t say. They also 

explained how to obtain a 

solicitation without actually 

participating in the sex act.

Three different teams 

were assigned to protect 

the decoy. One team was 

spread around outside the 

massage parlor to keep an 

eye on everyone who went 

in and out. Another team 

monitored the hidden 

microphone in the decoy’s 

pocket, and the third, the 

take-down team, entered 

once a violation had been 

committed. 

Bojorquez was given a 

pager to place inside his pants pocket. The top of 

the pager stuck out of the pocket so the microphone 

was not obstructed and the backup deputies could 

hear everything taking place. A safe word to be used 

in case of emergency was agreed upon, as well as a 

phrase to indicate there was a violation. Bojorquez 

had been married before and was not planning on 

getting married again, so he chose the phrase “I want 

to marry you!”, figuring it was something he would 

never say accidentally.

One of the most difficult situations was when two 

decoys were sent into a massage parlor at the same 

time. If the first decoy obtained his violation quickly, 

he had to stall until the second deputy obtained his 
own violation. If he was being pushed to have sex 
right away, he would come up with excuses like “I’m 
sorry, I don’t think I can go through with it. I just 
lost my wife, I’ve changed my mind, I just want to 
watch,” or “I need to run to the restroom first.” The 
decoy would pay with marked money that also had 
the serial numbers recorded so that, later, it could be 
linked to the sex worker. Once they both obtained 
their violations and said the code phrase, the take-
down team would enter.

One day, Bojorquez entered a massage parlor, and 

right away, the women working there thought he was 

a cop because he was wearing a wristwatch. Most of 

their customers don’t wear watches because they are 

gang members or drug users who don’t have jobs and 

don’t have to be anywhere at a certain time. 

In order to explain the reason for wearing a watch, 

Bojorquez said that he was working down the street 

and his boss gave him a 40-minute break. He only had 

30 minutes left, so they needed to get this over with. 

The sex worker believed him.

A decoy could usually tell right away if a massage 

parlor was legitimate.

By Chris Miller
Los Angeles Sheriff’s Museum

Sergeant Richard Bojorquez
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In a legitimate massage parlor, the table is in the 

middle of the room, not up against the wall, and the 

masseuse is wearing regular clothing, not high heels 

and sexy lingerie.

Female decoys never had to remove one piece of 

clothing, but male decoys had to fit in with the other 
customers. After being escorted to a small room, they 
disrobed and placed a towel around their waists. The 
most humiliating and disgusting part for Bojorquez 
was to lie on a table that was not cleaned or sanitized 
after who knew how many people had had sex on 
it. If that wasn’t uncomfortable enough, when the 
take-down team entered, the decoy would be standing 
there wearing nothing but a towel.

It was difficult to prove that the owner or manager 

running the massage parlor had knowledge of the ille-
gal activities taking place. An establishment that was 
a real nuisance would be targeted by deputies until 
it moved or went out of business. Gloria Molina, a 
member of the Los Angeles County Board of Supervi-
sors, was upset about a massage parlor called Eastern 
Therapy, which was across the street from King Taco. 
Deputies from the Special Problems Unit noticed that 
even the presence of a marked patrol car did not deter 
the sex buyers. 

Bojorquez figured out a creative way to encour-

age the owner to move the business. He placed an 

old radio car in the parking lot facing the front of 

the massage parlor, with an old video camera on the 

dash next to a sign that said, “Warning Videotaping 

in Progress.” Sex buyers would arrive, act like they 

were lost and walk away. 

When Bojorquez transferred from East L.A., only 

two of the original 26 massage parlors were still in 

business. These bordered the city of Montebello and 

were left operating at the request of the Vice Bureau 

because they had informants who were providing 

information on commercially sexually exploited 

children. 

FORMER EXPLORER 
BECOMES A PROSTITUTE

It was 2012 and Bojorquez’s very first time as a 

decoy. After paying $40 to enter the massage parlor, 

he was escorted to a small room where he was told 

to disrobe, place a towel around his waist and lie face 

down on the table. A young girl came in and began 

massaging his ankles. She was so nervous, her hands 

were shaking. When he asked what was wrong, she 

said the other girls thought he was a cop. He laughed 

and said, “I get that all the time. People either think 

I’m a cop or a gangster because I’ve got tattoos and a 

bald head.” Hoping to be convincing, he complained 

that he was always getting jammed up by the police, 

and that seemed to calm her down. 

She began massaging his legs and said, “So what 

do you want?”

He asked, “So, what can I get?”

She said, “I can give you everything.”

He responded, “What’s everything?”

She took off her top, exposing her breasts.

During the encounter, the sergeant verbalized 

what took place so it could be used as evidence later. 

Once they agreed upon a price, the sergeant paid her 

with the marked money and then said the phrase, “I 

want to marry you,” indicating that he had a viola-

tion. The sex worker left the room to get a condom 

just as the take-down team entered. Bojorquez pre-

tended to be a gangster and argued with the deputies. 

When the sex worker returned, she told him to quit 

arguing since it would just get him into trouble. She 

was photographed and cited out, then Bojorquez was 

also photographed and pretended to be cited out. The 
evidence against the sex worker included the marked 
money, the condom and the audio recording of their 
conversation. 

Two weeks later, posing as a decoy, Bojorquez 

entered a different massage parlor. When he did, there 

was the same girl. Before she could say anything, he 

immediately started talking like a gangster, complain-

ing they had been caught and now he had to pay a 

fine. She apologized, saying she was sorry and there 

must be a rat in that massage parlor who told on 

them. He pointed out that he was upset because he 

never got what he’d paid for, so she said she would 

make it up to him. He said, “Yeah, last time it cost 

me a hundred bucks and I didn’t get anything for it.”

She told him she would give him a special deal. 

When he asked what a special deal was, she said she’d 

do everything for $50, adding, “You can have me any 

way you want.”

Bojorquez then said, “Baby, I still want to marry 

you,” and moments later the take-down team came 

in. To protect his undercover status, Bojorquez began 

yelling at the deputies, even though the sex worker 

kept telling him to calm down. They were arrested, 

handcuffed and placed in the back of a radio car. The 

deputies came back and said that Bojorquez had war-

rants and was going to jail. As they were taking him 

away, he looked back at the sex worker and mouthed 

the words, “I’m sorry.”

A month later, Bojorquez was on the take-

down team, dressed in a Class A uniform, when he 

A sex worker being arrested on a sweep

continued on page 32
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entered another massage parlor 

to arrest a sex worker who had 

just propositioned a decoy. 

The girl didn’t recognize him 

and kept looking at the floor, 

but he recognized her imme-

diately. Bojorquez filled out a 

field interview card on her and 

said, “Do you remember me?” 

They talked a little more and 

she suddenly realized he was the 

customer from the two previous 

arrests.

“I got you three times now,” 

he said. “You’re so young to be 

doing this. What’s your story?” 

She said she had been a 

police Explorer, but when she 

got pregnant, the sergeant 

who was the Explorer advisor 

berated her, saying she had dis-

graced the Explorer program. 

He kicked her out and told 

her parents how she had dis-

graced the Department. They 

reacted by throwing her out of 

their house. She had nowhere 

to go and no money, so out of 

desperation, she became a sex 

worker. She earned money as a 

sex worker until she was further 

along in her pregnancy, then 

stopped until after the baby 

was born. Seeing no other way 

to support herself and her child, 

she returned to the only way she 

knew to make money, leaving 

her baby in daycare while she 

was working. Since she was taking college classes 

and not using drugs or doing anything else illegal, 

Bojorquez helped her to obtain a legitimate job. 

Knowing people involved in the illegal sex busi-

ness, and being well aware of new massage parlors 

opening up and which ones were illegal, she shared 

this information with Bojorquez to repay him for 

all the help he had given her. When he transferred 

from East L.A. Station, the young woman was 

referred to Vice Detective Gary Furuyama, so she 

could continue providing information on the mas-

sage parlors. 

Bojorquez feels that our job is to help people, not 

damage them, especially the young people in our 

Explorer program. Instead of criticizing and turning 

our backs, it is far more productive to provide the 

teens and their parents with support and guidance. 

MALE SEX WORKER DECOYS
The Vice Unit would conduct sting operations 

after receiving complaints from men who were 

either propositioned by men or who observed 

men engaging in sex in restrooms at parks or 

beaches. The recreation department at County 

parks, lifeguards at County beaches and depart-

ment store security would also request their 

assistance in conducting sting operations in rest-

rooms for lewd conduct.

The male deputies worked as decoys and 

the females would be their backup. The males 

would work out of restrooms at parks, beaches 

and major department stores. If the problem 

involving men having sex in park restrooms 

occurred at night, the backup deputies would 

use night vision devices that enabled them to 

see in the dark. 

It was not uncommon for 

men to drill a 2½ or 3-inch 

circular hole in the wall divid-

ing the toilet stalls. Referred to 

as a glory hole, it was used to 

have sex with the person in the 

adjoining stall. Many who were 

arrested during these operations 

were married and didn’t want 

their family to learn about the 

arrest, so they put up a fierce 

fight, doing everything they 

could to get away. Although they 

were informed that their arrest 

would not be published and the 

deputies were not going to tell 

anyone, it would still be neces-

sary for them to go to court.

MALE STING 
OPERATIONS

During sting operations at 

Zuma Beach in Malibu, Dep-

uty Anna Enriquez appeared 

to be tanning as she lay on a 

towel in a bathing suit within 

view of the men’s restroom. 

She was wearing sunglasses 

so men couldn’t see where she 

was looking and playing music 

on the radio so no one passing 

by would hear her speak into 

a hidden wire. She described 

each man as they entered the 

restroom, which ones stayed 

and which ones came out. A 

male deputy would then be 

sent in and, upon exiting, 

would tug on his ear, thus signaling the backup 

deputies to make the arrest.

Schabarum Park in Rowland Heights has 

walking trails in the hills with several rest-

rooms in different locations. While Enriquez 

and several other deputies were conducting an 

operation for males loitering around the men’s 

restrooms, a man and his wife were out walk-

ing their dogs. The couple got separated from 

each other in the dense brush, so the husband 

snuck into a restroom and attempted to engage 

in a sex act with one of the male deputy decoys. 

After his arrest, they had to figure out what to do 

with the dogs, so Enriquez convinced the man 

to tell his wife what had happened so she could 

take the dogs.

See Part 4 in the next issue of Star News.

Edited by Jan Jenkins (LASD Retired). I

Deputy Anna Enriquez
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UNDERCOVER DECOYS: 
TARGETING HUMAN 
TRAFFICKERS AND 
RESCUING VICTIMS, PART 4

In the city of West Hollywood, it 
is common for male sex workers 
dressed as women to stand along 

Santa Monica Boulevard, waiting to be 
propositioned. These stings are done 
the same way as the female prostitute 
operations. Male deputies drove up 
to the male prostitutes, made an 
agreement and arrested them. Then a 
male deputy decoy, not dressed as a 
female, took their place.

THE EFFECTS OF 
BEING A DECOY

Deputies Sheri Anderson and Anna 
Enriquez tried to prepare new decoys 
for what they would encounter. They 
were told that if a guy came up and 
offered a lower amount than the going 
rate for the area, it wasn’t because of 
their looks or anything about them; 
the guys were just trying to get a deal. 
Also, if they were out on the street 
longer than another decoy and didn’t 
get propositioned, it had nothing 
to do with whether or not they were 
good-looking; it was usually because 
of personal preferences. Some men 
prefer blondes, some brunettes; some 
prefer heavy women and others skinny 
women. It just depends on who is driving by at the 
time. The decoys were also told that there would 
be good offers and bad, but not all resulted in an 
arrest. And to never to take anything personally, 
although some still did.

Posing as a prostitute affected each female 
deputy differently. Some felt dirty agreeing to a 
sex act with a stranger, while others felt like actors 
portraying a role. One surprising aspect was how 
their self-esteem was impacted by how quickly they 
were propositioned. Some were on the street for 30 
seconds before being propositioned, while others 
waited for what seemed an eternity, leaving them 
feeling unattractive or undesirable. During one 
operation, a female deputy was on the street for 45 
minutes and never received a proposition. Finally, 
a driver stopped and tried to sell her drugs. After 
he was arrested, she entered the motorhome and 

told the sergeant in charge that she was not going 
back on the street. 

Men who are used to seeing sex workers who are 
drug users or are missing teeth know that the clean-
cut decoy with all of her teeth is a cop. Sex buyers 
are very concerned that a woman who appears to 
be a sex worker may turn out to be a police officer, 
so anything that seems unusual — such as body 
language, dialogue or demeanor — may scare them 
off. Some sex buyers admitted that they thought the 
woman was probably a cop, but she was so beautiful 
and had such a great figure, they just had to take 
a chance.

LITTLE TRICKS USED BY DECOYS
Deputy Cindy Conner knew that many prosti-

tutes had bad teeth, so, when working as a decoy, 
she would constantly eat sunflower seeds. This 

would blacken some of her teeth, 
making it appear that she needed 
dental work.

Deputy Rene Martinez found that 
licking a sucker or Popsicle not only 
hid her teeth but made her appear 
sexier as well. 

TECHNOLOGY CHANGES
Since the introduction of the inter-

net and other technology, sex can now 
be advertised on websites and dating 
services. Although street sex workers 
are still concentrated in certain areas 
of the county, the Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment must now keep track of both 
street and online sex workers to com-
bat the human trafficking problem. 

Along with the advances in tech-
nology came changes in the terms 
referring to suspects and victims. 
Pimps are now traffickers or exploit-
ers, while prostitutes are now victims 
or victims of human trafficking, 
since law enforcement recognizes 
the exploitation behind the typical 
sex worker. Minors, referred to as 
Commercially Sexually Exploited 
Children, or CSEC, are now rescued 
and provided with services to get 
them out of “the life.”  Changes in 
California state law now preclude law 
enforcement from arresting minors 
for commercial sex-related charges 

and to provide for services designed to assist 
them in changing their future.

HUMAN TRAFFICKING
When people hear “human trafficking,” many 

think of women chained in storage containers 
or basements of homes. These types of incidents 
are dramatized by movies and television shows 
that highlight the worst-case scenario. Human 
trafficking is the commercial exploitation of a 
human being for profit. It is modern-day slavery. 
Victims of human trafficking often include minor 
children, forced into the sex trade at the average 
age of 12 to 14 years old.  

The Los Angeles County Sheriff ’s Department 
formed the Human Trafficking Bureau (HTB) in 
November of 2015, when newly elected Sheriff 
Jim McDonnell recognized the deficiency. From 

By Chris Miller
Los Angeles Sheriffs’ Museum

Deputy Anna Enriquez arrests a combative sex worker.
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his previous experience, the sheriff knew that “the 
harder we look, the more trafficking we will find” 
and wanted a team in place to impact human 
trafficking in Los Angeles County. Previously, 
only two Major Crimes Bureau detectives were 
assigned to handle trafficking cases. As the bureau 
was taking shape, the Los Angeles Regional 
Human Trafficking Task Force was also formed, 
because a regionalized effort was needed to truly 
impact the heinous crime.

The HTB adopted a three-pronged approach 
to fight trafficking. 

1. To identify and rescue the victims of human 
trafficking.

2. To identify and arrest the exploiters and 
charge them to the full extent for their 
crimes against adult and child victims. 
Those who victimize children will be 
charged as the molesters they are.

3. To disrupt the demand for sex trafficking 
by arresting the customers and disrupting 
the commercial sex trade by amplifying the 
risk, arresting the customers and removing 
some of the anonymity provided by engag-
ing in the sex trade on the internet.

Unlike any previous effort, the Los Ange-
les Regional Human Trafficking Task 
Force (LARHTTF) incorporated fed-
eral, state and local law enforcement; 
federal, state and county prosecutors, 
government social service agencies and 
private agency victim service provid-
ers, all co-located at the Sherman Block 
Headquarters Building to collaborate 
against human trafficking in Los Ange-
les County. The task force was designed 
to handle sex and labor trafficking of 
adults and juveniles in Los Angeles 
County. 

The co-located team committed to 
a victim-centered, trauma-informed 
approach in dealing with the victims 
of exploitation. The “No Such Thing 
as a Child Prostitute” campaign was 
adopted, and the exploited children 
were recognized as the true victims 
they were.

Tenured detectives from through-
out the Department were reassigned to 
the task force and began an aggressive, 
proactive effort to rescue juvenile exploi-
tation victims as well as adults coerced 
or forced into lives of prostitution. The 
Detective Information Resource Cen-
ter (DIRC) was reassigned to the unit to 
provide invaluable open source research 
for the detectives in support of their 
criminal investigations, many of which 
originated on the internet.

The Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC-
SAFE) Team joined the bureau and continued to 
impact the crime of child exploitation by iden-
tifying and arresting those who hide behind the 
cover of the internet to exploit children. Work-
ing in concert with the trafficking detectives, the 

SAFE Team’s expertise proved invaluable toward 
the shared mission. 

ARRESTING TRAFFICKERS
Detectives assigned to the Human Trafficking 

Bureau receive special training in social media 
as an investigative tool. During specific 
operations, ads are placed on websites 
used for dating or are notorious for 
advertising commercial sex to attract 
customers. Traffickers locate ads from 
what appear to be promising-looking 
girls and contact them via the app, phone 
or text. Decoys engage the traffickers 
in extended conversation, sometimes 
lasting for days. Pimps typically focus 
on the prospects who they believe will 
bring in a lot of money or have an ad 
that will bring in a lot of customers. 
Decoys are groomed and recruited 
by the exploiters, who use outrageous 
promises of an elaborate lifestyle with 
lots of money, a nice house, a fancy 
car and protection from dangerous sex 
buyers. Simultaneously, research and 
crime analysts work to determine the 
true identity of the internet connec-
tion, including name, location, criminal 
history and current photographs of  
the suspect.

When conversing with a trafficker, 
the decoy ensures that their dialogue 
meets the elements of pandering, under 
the guidance of a detective. Once this 
law has been violated, a meeting will be 
arranged. Should the suspect demand a 
phone conversation or a photo, decoys 

Decoy deputy texts with john who solicits her on the internet.

A sex trafficker is arrested. continued on page 12
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are prepared to pacify their exploiter 
but are careful to never reveal their 
identity.  

Undercover detectives deploy 
and establish a perimeter at the ren-
dezvous location until the suspect 
arrives. A tactical take-down is per-
formed and the suspect is arrested. 
Should another female accompany 
the pimp to the meeting, an interview 
is conducted to establish her iden-
tity and status as a victim. Should it 
be necessary for a decoy to meet the 
suspect to identify him, she is always 
supported by the appropriate person-
nel, to ensure her safety and security, 
since she carries no ID or weapon. 
Decoys take great pride in exposing 
the felony exploiters who prey upon 
many innocent victims.

GANGS
Women recruited into gangs 

are not on an equal level with the 
men. Their purpose is to have sex 
with the male gang members, steal, 
carry and conceal drugs or guns, 
or become sex workers. If a gang is 
selling drugs, they can only sell their 
supply of drugs one time. Once the 
drug is sold out, they stop making 
money until they obtain more drugs. 
But sex workers can be sold over and 
over again, which continually brings 
in money. Gangs realized that selling 
sex workers was much more profit-
able and the risk was much lower 
than selling drugs. Instead of taking chances of 
being caught while transporting drugs when they 
resupplied, all they had to do was coerce girls into 
becoming sex workers. These girls are forced to 
work long hours, which continually brings in 
money. 

ROMEO PIMPS
Gang members known as “Romeo Pimps” 

know who to target. Girls who are needy, in want 
of attention, seeking something missing at home, 
physically or sexually abused, feel abandoned, 
use alcohol or drugs or are skipping school are 
carefully manipulated by the gang member, who 
pretends to be anything she wants him to be. He 
says that he will protect her from bullying and 
that he loves her. 

The victim often feels trapped because her fam-
ily doesn’t want her around, and the police look 

at her as a criminal; she has nowhere to go and 
no one to help her. If she does try to get away and 
the gang members find her, she will be abused so 
severely that she will never run away again. Not 
only do they threaten her with physical violence, 
but her family as well.

Gang members paint a picture of what a great 
life joining them will bring, that they are like a 
family. They promise a dream that doesn’t exist. 
Besides becoming involved in criminal activity, all 
girls are used for sex. Joining relinquishes control 
of their life, and it's very hard to get away. 

GORILLA PIMPS
A small number of traffickers, referred to as 

“Gorilla Pimps,” is aggressive and uses violence to 
control its victims. There have been cases where 
a child is held hostage and is returned only after 
the mother turns tricks and brings back money. 

TRAFFICKERS OFFER 
PROTECTION

Many women are not sex work-
ers by choice; they do it because 
they’ve been coerced, or it’s all 
they can do to survive and sup-
port their family. Some traffickers 
trust the girls to be on their own 
and bring back money at the end of 
the night. Others keep a constant 
eye on them, saying it's for their 
own safety in case someone tries 
to attack, rob or force them to do 
something bizarre or unsafe.

RULES
There are rules that the sex 

workers must follow, and if they 
don’t, they’re considered “out-of-
pocket.” Traffickers also have rules 
they must follow, because if they 
don’t, the girls who chose to be in 
that business will leave and find 
someone else. Because traffickers 
are always making promises they 
don’t keep, sex workers continu-
ally change from one trafficker to 
another.

CONTACTING DECOYS
After seeing a decoy’s ad on the 

internet, traffickers will send a text 
thinking she is a sex worker they 
can recruit. They will also call, 
and because they expect to hear 
the voice of a younger woman, it’s 
important that decoys are recruited 

just out of the Academy. The trafficker will ask 
to see what she looks like to ensure she’s a real 
person and not just somebody gathering photos 
online, so the decoys must pose for a variety of 
pictures that are provocative but not too reveal-
ing; their faces are never shown. 

COERCING WOMEN TO BECOME 
SEX WORKERS THROUGH DATING

Experienced traffickers know how to identify 
vulnerable women on dating sites. They are usu-
ally young, looking for a relationship and who 
just wants to get married and have kids. Girls 
with low self-esteem who may have difficulty 
getting a date are suddenly being showered with 
gifts and compliments. Traffickers are older and 
know how to be convincing. 

Sex worker arrested in Compton human trafficking operation.

continued on page 13
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INNOCENT VICTIMS
Girls who are religious or very conservative 

are also targeted. Traffickers begin dating their 
victim and after developing a relationship, push 
her into doing something out of character, gen-
erally unethical or immoral. Since she doesn’t 
want her parents to know what she did, she can 
now be blackmailed by this so-called boyfriend. 
A wedge is driven, isolating her from her family 
so that she feels trapped. He may claim that he 
is in love with her and convinces her to move in 
with him. At this point, he completely takes over 
her life, often putting her possessions into storage 
and confiscating her Social Security and credit 
cards. The victim now has nothing, nowhere to 
go and feels powerless to leave. 

SEXTORTION
These relationships move at a very fast pace 

because the trafficker wants to get her into the 
sex trade as soon as possible. Told that he’s in 
love with her, she agrees to let him take nude pic-
tures of her. He then threatens that if she doesn’t 
do as she’s told, he’ll spread the pictures around 
and then no one will want her back. This form of 
extortion, using the threat of releasing nude pho-
tos, is known as “sextortion.” Now completely 
dependent, she is convinced that she should just 

stay with him since he provides everything she 
needs.

FORCED TO BECOME 
A SEX WORKER

Once the victim is in this hopeless situation, 
the trafficker makes his move by telling her she 
needs to earn money to pay for her part in the 
relationship. He says she can make money by just 
dancing or going as a date with other men to par-
ties or events. What he doesn’t tell her is that the 
dancing involves stripping and the men expect to 
have sex with escorts. If she refuses, he resorts to 
abuse, both physical and psychological. 

Forced into sexual situations far beyond her 
conservative boundaries, she may hesitate. If so, 
he threatens to harm her family or tell her family 
and friends what she’s doing. Sadly, she still thinks 
this monster is her boyfriend and that he loves her. 

PROMISES
The victim is continually promised extrava-

gant gifts, such as an expensive car or her own 
condo, and once she earns a certain amount of 
money, she can move on to other things. She feels 
there is a light at the end of the tunnel, but in 
reality, she becomes entrenched in this lifestyle 
for years. 

A WAY OUT
Prior to the establishment of the Human 

Trafficking Bureau, sex workers were never con-
sidered to be victims and were simply removed 
from the street, arrested, booked and briefly 
incarcerated. Presently, the resources available 
through the relationship between the LASD and 
various service providers have enabled these 
individuals to disclose their abuse and receive 
the services necessary to get out of “the life” and 
on the road to a more productive, promising 
future, free from exploitation. Because many of 
the victims have an extensive history of neglect 
and abuse, it is often difficult to break through 
the bonds between the victim and the exploiter, 
which have been formed as a result of the trauma 
experienced over an extended period. Because 
of the progressive nature of the task force, an 
advocate is assigned to the victims, to inform 
them about the potential resources available to 
them to aid in their recovery. The availability 
of the task force service providers enables the 
detectives to focus on the criminal investigation 
of the exploiter, while the victims are cared for by 
the appropriate service agency or governmental 
social service provider.

See Part 5 in the next issue of Star News.
Edited by Jan Jenkins (LASD Retired). I

The Chaplain’s Notebook By Chaplain Dennis Morales
Walnut Station

 “…in whatever state I am, to be content…”  
— Philippians 4:11

CONTENTMENT

The race to a “better” life. The quest for a bet-
ter position, a better car, a better house, a 
better relationship, a better physique or a 

better place in life. A pilot pondered this “better” as 
he flew a certain route. The pilot always looked down 
intently on a certain valley in the Appalachians 
when his plane passed overhead. One day his co-
pilot asked, “What’s so interesting about that spot?” 
The pilot replied, “See that stream? Well, when I was 
a kid I used to sit down there on a log and fish. Every 
time an airplane flew over, I would look up and wish 
I were flying.... Now I look down and wish I were 
fishing.” Socially, we program ourselves to think that 
contentment comes with increase.

The Philippian church was generous toward the 
Apostle Paul, but in response, Paul said that the 
joy in his heart did not spring from the satisfac-
tion of material needs. Paul’s circumstances when 
he was in prison for his faith were the antithesis of 
comfort. Paul’s understanding of contentment was 
very different: the word “content” expressed his 
independence of external circumstances, but only 
because his peace was wholly dependent on God. I 
think the longer we go on in life we realize that hap-
piness and contentment do not come from stuff; 
they come from a relationship with God. Paul was 
not so much “self-sufficient” as “God-sufficient.” 
Scripture says that God “strengthens us to do all 
things” (Phil 4:13). 

Here are a few things to think about that can pos-
sibly influence on-duty and off-duty life.

1. Recognize your blessings. Realize what you 
have. There is the trap of “When and Then” 

thinking: “When I get married, then I’ll be 
happy.” “When I get divorced, then I’ll be 
happy.” “When we have kids, then we’ll be 
happy.” “When I get a better position, then 
I’ll be happy.” Contentment is not getting 
whatever you want. Contentment is enjoying 
whatever you have.

2. Never get used to your blessings. Complain-
ing and dissatisfaction come easily — we can 
gripe about many things every day. It does not 
take much effort or talent to grumble, but it 
takes character to give thanks.

3. Remember to share your blessings. Sharing 
builds a greater sense of purpose, content-
ment and fulfillment. 

How can I contact a chaplain? Chaplains are 
available at their units of assignment or by calling 
the Psychological Services Bureau (PSB) at (213) 
738-3500. I
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By Chris Miller
Los Angeles Sheriffs’ Museum

UNDERCOVER DECOYS: 
TARGETING HUMAN TRAFFICKERS 
AND RESCUING VICTIMS, PART 5

Los Angeles and Hollywood are magnets for 
young women seeking fame and fortune. 
Many leave home for the first time, often 

from small towns, and suddenly have to provide 
for themselves and pay their own bills. Life in the 
big city, especially for a girl alone, is hard. It’s not 
easy to get a job, and the dream of being a movie 
star quickly dissolves in the face of harsh reality. 
These are the girls that attract predators. Traffick-
ers, who are constantly looking for unsuspecting 
girls to exploit, approach them on the street or 
in shopping malls, tell them how pretty they are 
and that they would make a beautiful model. They 
even offer help to get into modeling. 

During a photo shoot, the girl may be coaxed 
into taking off her clothes, one piece at a time, 
until she is completely nude. The trafficker, who 
may be her only friend, might offer her a place to 
live and pay for meals and transportation. Some 
of these girls have never had the responsibility 
of managing finances themselves, so it’s a relief 
to have someone do it for them. Once these girls 
submit to the trafficker’s demands, they are forced 
into a life of sex work to pay for their lifestyle. 

TRAFFICKERS’ FEES
Some traffickers charge sex workers a “choose 

up” fee, which she pays for him to choose her. 
The traffickers will also discuss a “split” fee, 

which is the amount that the sex workers keep 
and the amount that is taken by the trafficker. For 
example, if the sex worker makes $1,000 in a day, 
she keeps $300 and the trafficker gets $700. Most 
traffickers take it all and give her only what she 
needs, justifying this by saying he has to pay for 
her rent, transportation, food, nice clothes and 
other expenses. 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING MASSAGE 
PARLOR OPERATIONS

Some bogus massage parlors smuggle women 
into the country illegally, then make them work 
as prostitutes to pay for their passage. Even after 
this debt is paid, the women are coerced into stay-
ing under the threat of deportation or harm to 
themselves or their families. 

In order to obtain money to repay a debt owed 
by one family to another, parents will force their 
daughters into the sex trade. Some girls are actu-
ally sold and brought to this country as slaves. 
They don’t know anyone and have nowhere to 
go, so they must rely solely on their traffickers. 
Many come from Asian countries and don’t speak 
English, so they are even more isolated.

When the Human Trafficking Bureau is noti-
fied that a massage parlor appears to be a front 
for a brothel, they have surveillance teams watch 
the location. The number of men going in and 
out, how the workers are dressed and the types of 
ads they post are noted. Undercover male depu-
ties are sent into the business to determine if the 
female employees are propositioning their male 
customers. Once they have enough evidence that 
illegal activities are taking place, a search warrant 
is obtained. 

When the warrant is served, a team of deputies 
goes in and detains all of the sex workers. They are 
then interviewed by female deputies to determine 
if they are victims of human trafficking. This can 
be difficult since many of the women come from 
countries with corrupt police officers who do not 
protect the victims. The women have been told by 
the traffickers that the police in the United States 
are corrupt just like the officers in their home 
country. Because of this, most sex workers don’t 
trust the police and will not cooperate with them. 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
STREET OPERATIONS

Sex workers are attracted to certain places 
because there are a lot of motels and a high vol-
ume of traffic. Streets that are known for having 
numerous sex workers are referred to as “blades.”

When the Human Trafficking Bureau receives 
complaints regarding street sex workers, a decoy 
operation is launched. Undercover male deputies 
in unmarked vehicles drive around the area until 
they spot a sex worker. Posing as a prospective sex 

An undercover male deputy is assisted by a 
uniformed deputy to arrest a sex worker.

A sex worker is arrested during a sweep.

A decoy approaches a john’s vehicle.
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buyer, he’ll stop and engage her in conversation. 
When the elements of a crime have been met, the 
sex worker is arrested by a team of uniformed 
deputies in a marked radio car. Years ago, the 
deputies would only make one sweep of the street 
and arrest all of the sex workers. Today, they must 
make sweeps throughout the operation, because 
when sex workers are arrested and taken off the 
street, others will appear and take their place. All 
sex workers who are arrested are interviewed to 
determine if they are victims of commercial sex 
exploitation.

DECOYS
The Human Trafficking Bureau chooses new 

decoys from female deputies who have just gradu-
ated from the Sheriff ’s Academy. The deputies 
are interviewed and handpicked for their abil-
ity to work this undercover position. They are 
assigned to the Human Traf-
ficking Bureau for the next nine 
months, after which they will be 
transferred to a custody facility. 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
DECOY — MADISON 
VAN DINE

In 2016, Deputy Madison 
Van Dine was assigned to the 
Century Regional Detention 
Facility. Her sergeant had pre-
viously worked at the Human 
Trafficking Bureau and intro-
duced her to several Human 
Trafficking detectives who were 
there interviewing an inmate. 
Later, they invited her to inter-
view for the decoy position, for which she was 
ultimately selected.

Deputy Van Dine’s expertise was greatly 
expanded during her nine-month loan period. She 
learned the slang and meaning of words used by 
sex workers, sex buyers and traffickers and given 
a booklet to study. She talked to other decoys and 
listened to audio recordings of dialogue between 
decoys and sex buyers on actual operations. Before 
she was put out on the street, she sat in one of the 
surveillance vehicles and listened to decoys as they 
talked to potential sex buyers. 

Madison received extensive direction and prac-
tical advice regarding tactical survival and safety 
when conducting an undercover operation. She 
became acquainted with the individual roles of 
the rescue and arrest personnel that deployed each 
time she operated in an undercover capacity.

But the best training she received was on 
the job, working on the street and during cyber 
operations. What surprised her the most was the 
prevalence of human trafficking. It was in every 

city, but people don’t realize that it was going on 
around them. 

During a typical cyber operation, when Van 
Dine advertised on a commercial website, her 
cellphone would be inundated by phone calls and 
texts from exploiters trying to recruit her. She was 
shocked by how common it was and how many 
people were into that lifestyle. 

EFFECTS OF BEING A DECOY
Since decoys must have explicit sex conversa-

tions with prospective customers, this assignment 
is not for everyone. Some female deputies find it 
difficult because it is not something they do in 
real life, and is contrary to normal behavior or 
professional demeanor.

Once a decoy is finished at Human Traffick-
ing, she is returned to her custody assignment 
where she is required to meet with a psycholo-
gist from Employee Support Services so that any 
issues she may have related to working as a decoy 
can be addressed. 

continued on page 14

A suspect is arrested in a cyber operation.

Decoy Deputy Madison Van Dine texts online with 
a john.Decoy Deputy Madison Van Dine communicates online with a john.

Decoy poses with the john she arrested.
Decoy deputy deployed during a human trafficking 
operation in Compton.
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DECOYS DEPLOYED
During a Bureau-wide street operation, there 

are between six and 10 decoys deployed. The 
first three deployed are assigned full-time to the 
Human Trafficking Bureau. The other deputies, 
who work full-time assignments at other units 
throughout the Department, are rotated in peri-
odically throughout the operation.

When a female deputy decoy is dropped off in 
an area known for street sex workers, she loiters 
around until a sex buyer approaches and proposi-
tions her. Once a sex-for-money offer is secured, 
the decoy moves away from the suspect and the 
arrest team, led by uniformed deputies, moves 
into place. The language used in these negotia-
tions can get quite graphic and a female deputy 
who is shy may find it difficult to engage in this 
type of conversation. 

The decoy is then transported from the street 
and taken back to the command post where she 
writes a report about the solicitation and arrest. 
While one decoy is on the street, the others are 
either writing crime reports on their laptop com-
puters or communicating with traffickers by 
talking or texting on their cellphones. 

Each decoy is deployed for approximately 15 
minutes. Since men are attracted to different types 
of women, if they aren’t solicited in that time, a 
completely different looking decoy takes her place. 

PROCESSING TRAFFICKERS, SEX 
BUYERS AND SEX WORKERS

All suspects arrested for prostitution charges 
will be processed in the booking room. Subse-
quently, they will be booked, cited and transported 
to the local station jail for booking.

• Juveniles
If a sex-trafficking victim is a juvenile, the 
investigation will be conducted by Human 
Trafficking Bureau detectives. The Depart-
ment of Children and Family Services 
(DCFS) will then take custody of the child. 
It’s not uncommon for children who are 
placed in foster homes to run away and 
return to the sex-trade business. Some of 
them are placed on the street by their moth-
ers who exploit their own child for money. 
Girls in foster care share information on 
working in the sex trade just like inmates 
in the jail share information on commit-
ting crimes. One young sex worker who was 
detained over and over again was placed in 
different foster homes and each time would 
recruit other girls to become sex workers for 
her trafficker. The foster parents would call 
the Sheriff ’s Department to report that all of 
their foster girls had disappeared. 

• Rescuing Juvenile Victims
Photos of missing or runaway juveniles are 
used by Human Trafficking detectives when 
searching social media sites used by traffick-
ers advertising their sex workers. If they find 
pictures of a girl who looks under age, detec-
tives will set up a date with her. Once they 
meet, the teen will be rescued and returned 
to her parents or DCFS.

• Diversion Programs for Adults
All adult females arrested for soliciting sex 
or loitering for the purpose of soliciting sex 
will be offered services to divert them from 
the sex trade. 

WHO ARE THE VICTIMS?
There is a misconception that only girls who 

are bad, have been kidnapped or come from a 
home where they were beaten or sexually abused 
become victims of sex traffickers. This is far from 
the truth. Many get good grades, are involved in 
sports or other activities and come from a good 
family. They are the ones you would never expect 
to become involved in the sex trade, but traffickers 
are experts at manipulation. 

Warning Signs
• Older Boyfriend

It should be a warning sign when the boy is 
several years older than the girl, and if she 
has to hide things and lie to her parents. 
When the guy is too perfect and too good to 
be true, he may just be a trafficker. 

• Compliments
The trafficker will use a variety of tech-
niques to deceive the victim, such as flirting 
and continually telling her she’s beautiful. 

• Deception
Girls who are 12, 13 and 14 years old are easy 
targets. Most have never had a date, and an 
older so-called boyfriend makes them feel 
special. The trafficker will be charming with 
a great personality and will show the victim 
attention like she has never had before.

• Promise of Gifts
Receiving gifts and going to movies and res-
taurants make the girl feel special. Many fall 
in love with the trafficker and are tricked 
into believing that he loves them back. 

• Promise of Travel
Traffickers find out where girls dream of 
traveling or living, then promise to pay for 
their trips. They may even move the girl to 
another city in order to separate her from 
her parents. 

L.A. Sheriffs’ Museum continued from page 13

Decoy Deputy Madison Van Dine

Undercover deputy in the Compton Operations Center continued on page 15
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• Manipulation
Teenage girls who are trying to break away 
from their parents are encouraged to sneak 
around and are easily manipulated. Having 
the support of an older boyfriend makes 
them feel grown up and more willing to defy 
their parents. 

• Isolation
Afraid of losing her boyfriend, the girl 
will give in to pressure to do something 
she would normally never do. This is usu-
ally an action that is criminal, unethical 
or immoral, the shame of which becomes 
leverage to control her by threatening to tell 
her family and friends. He might try to get 
her to move in with him, and if she does, 
he may further isolate her by putting her 
belongings in storage.

• Unexplained Clothes or Money
Many times, traffickers will purchase clothes 
and provide money to girls they are attempt-
ing to manipulate. If a parent notices their 
daughter has new clothes that they haven’t 
purchased for them or has a large amount 
of money without any idea where it came 
from, they need to confront their daugh-
ter. The earlier a girl is confronted during 

the grooming process, the more likely the 
parents will be able to keep her from being 
manipulated into becoming a sex worker. 

• Forced or Convinced to Become a Stripper 
or Escort
Traffickers will talk the victim into dancing 
for money, saying they can make hundreds 
of dollars. What they don’t tell them is that 
the dancing also includes stripping. The girl 
will agree to go to a strip club, not wanting 
her older boyfriend to view her as imma-
ture if she refuses. He then convinces her 
to try it. 
He may coax her into becoming an escort, 
saying all she has to do is attend an event 
with a man who just wants a pretty girl 
on his arm. He doesn’t tell her that he has 
already received money from this person 
who is expecting to have sex with her. Once 
she meets the man in a hotel room, she may 
not be able to stop his advances. 

DON’T BECOME A VICTIM 
OF SEX TRAFFICKING

There are several things that girls can do to 
prevent becoming a victim of sex traffickers, 
including: Never associate with gang members or 

become involved in a romantic relationship with a 
gang member; never be tricked into a false sense of 
security by promises of protection, alcohol, drugs 
and easy money. These are just ploys.

If you or someone you know is being forced 
into becoming a gang member, stripper, sex 
worker or participating in pornography, contact 
law enforcement, a teacher or a trusted adult. If 
you wish to remain anonymous, contact Crime 
Stoppers at lacrimestoppers.org or (800) 222-8477. 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Sex traffickers are perhaps the worst of preda-

tors. Their solitary goal is to make money. They 
don’t feel for their victims, and they have zero 
compassion and zero empathy. To them, their 
victims are merchandise, nothing more and 
nothing less, easily bought and sold, and just as 
easily discarded when not profitable. Day after 
day, their intentionally dehumanized victims 
are trapped in a hell with seemingly no way out. 
The Human Trafficking Bureau was created for 
just this reason. Like a knight in shining armor, 
they arrive on scene with one purpose in mind: 
Putting the vile sex traffickers behind bars and 
rescuing the tormented and dejected victims of 
sexual exploitation. I

The Chaplain’s Notebook By Chaplain Eric Morgenstern
Santa Clarita Station

SPIRITUALITY AND DUTY

How does your spirituality influence your 
duty?

Spirituality  is a broad concept 
with room for many perspectives. In general, 
it includes a sense of connection to something 
bigger than us. It typically involves a search for 
meaning in life. As such, it is a universal human 
experience, something that touches us all. Spiri-
tuality is also individual, and deals with our need 
to maintain a sense of peace and purpose while 
linking us to the meaning of life and a connec-
tion with others.

In contrast, duty is ethical, legal or moral 
accountability. It often involves a task or action 
that a person is bound to perform out of respect 
for or in obedience to a superior or older person. 
Duty is the energy that binds one morally or 
legally to one’s obligations. 

Spirituality adds another element. It can be 
found in all sorts of places if you are open to it! 
It performs two invaluable functions for us in law 
enforcement: First, it provides a firm foundation 
of moral belief, a base that not only keeps us on 
track morally, but provides relief from stress as well 
by giving deputies confidence and assurance that, 
whatever the outcome, their motivation was moral. 

Being moral means making good choices between 
right and wrong or good and bad actions even when 
those choices are tough.

Morality is having a code of conduct. That code 
of conduct includes doing what is best, not just for 
ourselves, but for all involved. You know the feel-
ing of stepping outside of morality simply by how 
you feel: guilt, shame, pain. Morality can vary. Some 
people, for instance, think that killing animals for 
sport is fine and some think it is not. We have our 
own moral code as well as society’s. The moral 
obligation of a deputy extends beyond mere legal 

compliance. Citizens expect deputies to operate not 
only legally, but morally. 

Second, spirituality directs morality, which pro-
vides functionality. This trio of duty, morality and 
spirituality serves to enable deputies to continually 
see other individuals — even individuals who have 
committed the most heinous, despicable crimes 
imaginable — as human beings. 

Any spiritual path that emphasizes morality and 
caring about others is helpful in the fulfillment of our 
duties. Remember, spirituality’s greatest power is to 
provide perspective in a world where being the person 
who keeps the peace is more difficult than ever.

I am happy to provide further spiritual coun-
seling and support. Please feel free to contact me 
at rabbi@kcvc.org.

How can I contact a chaplain? Chaplains are 
available at their unit of assignment or by calling 
the Psychological Services Bureau (PSB) at (213) 
738-3500. I
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