
PROTECTING SIRHAN SIRHAN,  
Robert Kennedy’s Killer

Part 3

CONSTRUCTION OF A HIGH-SECURITY CELL

T
he plan was to construct a special, secured cell area that was self-
contained for Sirhan at the Hall of Justice Jail. In order to do this, 
the female module on the 13th floor of the Hall of Justice Jail was 
removed and replaced with a self-contained area for Sirhan so that 

he wouldn’t have to leave his cell area for anything except court appearances. 
Deputy Henry Villanueva was the logistics deputy who was assigned to 

draw up plans for Sirhan’s new cell area. He drew out a plan for the security 
area on graph paper. The plan that he submitted to his sergeant included three 
cells with an enclosed area around the front of the cells commonly called the 
freeway. The plan was approved by the command staff at the Hall of Justice 
Jail and forwarded to the Los Angeles County Mechanical Department. 

When the Mechanical Department began construction on the new 
high-security area, all personnel except those involved in the construction 
were restricted from this area. Construction of the high-security area took 
approximately six months. Craig Carpenter was the captain of the Hall of 
Justice Jail and oversaw the construction of this high-security area, known 
as module 1310. The entire area of module 1310 was enclosed with walls. 
There was only one entrance to the cell area. 

Once all three jail cells in module 1310 were completed, the first cell 

was converted into a shower. The Hall of Justice was built in 1925 and did 
not have hot water, except in the shower area on the 11th floor. There was 
no shutoff for the water in that 13th floor area without turning off the 
water to the entire building. In order to complete plumbing work to install 
hot water to Sirhan’s shower, it was necessary to use dry ice to freeze the 
water in the pipe so that it could be cut and rerouted to a water heater.

After the ordeal at the Ambassador Hotel just a few months before, 
Deputy Paul Harman had graduated from the Sheriff ’s Academy and was 

now working the Hall of Justice Jail. Deputy Harmon was 
called into Captain Craig Carpenter’s office. The captain 
was handpicking deputies to provide security for Sirhan 
at the Hall of Justice Jail after he was transferred from 
Central Jail. Captain Carpenter asked Deputy Harmon 
if he wanted to be part of the team to provide security 
for Sirhan. When Harman said yes, Carpenter told him 
that he needed a commitment to work the security team 
until the end of Sirhan’s trial. He said that once the trial 
was over, Harman could transfer wherever he wanted on 
the Sheriff ’s Department. 

SIRHAN SECURITY TEAM
When Sirhan was transferred from Men’s Central 

Jail to the Hall of Justice Jail, the highest security in the 
history of the Sheriff ’s Department was in place. In the 
Hall of Justice Jail, there were two jail elevators and a 
freight elevator that had access to the 13th floor. All of the 
elevators had exterior locks on them. Two armed depu-
ties were assigned to the elevator landing area. When an 
elevator came to the landing, a deputy would look in the 
elevator through a small window on the elevator door. 
If everything looked normal in the elevator, the deputy 
would unlock the lock on the elevator door and allow 
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people to exit. Anyone who was going to enter module 
1310 where Sirhan was housed had to be searched. The 
two armed deputies at the elevator landing searched any-
one who was going to enter and removed anything that 
could be used as a weapon. Sheriff Pitchess demanded 
that everyone who entered module 1310 be searched, 
including him. Deputies said that Sheriff Pitchess would 
put his hands on the wall in the prop position so that 
deputies could search him. If deputies tried to get away 
with not searching the Sheriff or didn’t conduct a proper 
search, the Sheriff would reprimand them. 

During shift change, the deputies coming on duty 
would be searched individually by the deputies going 
off duty. First, the deputies working the elevator landing 
would search incoming deputies with a pat-down search. 
Then, the deputies were searched one at a time by the 
corridor deputy with the metal detector wand to ensure 
they weren’t carrying any items made of metal. 

Sirhan’s attorneys were also searched. They went 
through the same pat-down search and metal detector 
wand search as everyone else. Deputies also searched 
any items that were brought with the attorneys, such as 
briefcases. 

Cooks would come in to cook Sirhan’s meals and they 
would be searched before they could enter. Once they 
were searched, one of the deputies would knock on the 
hard door leading into a corridor which led into module 1310.

A high-security solid metal door was at the entrance to the corridor 
leading into the module. In the door was a small window of heavy-duty 
glass. On the inside of the corridor was a solid metal door that was hinged 
to open so that the deputy could see who was attempting to enter and if it 
was safe to open the door. Once the corridor deputy opened the door, the 
people would enter and the deputy would have them stand on a platform 

while he waved a metal detector wand over their clothing to make sure that 
they weren’t hiding anything made of metal under their clothing. Once 
everyone was checked with the metal detector, the corridor deputy would 
knock on the door leading into the module area. The deputy in the officer’s 
area outside of the cell area would unlock the door and let the people in. 

Inside the module area was a senior deputy who sat at a desk and was able 
to observe the deputies to make sure that all the rules were being followed. 
A deputy was assigned to the outside officer’s area to observe Sirhan and 
to make sure that the deputy who was inside the cell with Sirhan remained 
safe. All of the security positions were manned 24 hours a day. The deputy 

sitting inside Sirhan’s cell was there to ensure that Sirhan did not commit 
suicide, and if he tried, the deputy was to stop him. Captain Carpenter was 
concerned that deputies would get bored or complacent if they had to per-
form the same job for an eight-hour shift. To prevent this, he required the 
deputies on the Sirhan security team to rotate jobs every half hour. 

Deputies were instructed not to initiate a conversation with Sirhan. If it 
became necessary to speak to Sirhan, all dialogue had to be documented 
and submitted to the supervisor. Although deputies didn’t initiate conversa-
tions with Sirhan, sometimes he would talk to them. He told them that he 
wasn’t sorry that he had killed Kennedy. It seemed that he wanted to have 
a conversation with someone. He would talk about the weather or about 
an article in the newspaper. Deputies knew that they would have to write 
down everything they said to him and everything he said to them, so they 
tried not to engage in any conversation with him. 

A kitchen was located next to the senior’s desk and was used by the cooks 
to prepare Sirhan’s meals. Sheriff Pitchess was so concerned that someone 
was going to try to kill Sirhan that all of the raw food that was prepared 
for him had to be removed from sealed cans. The senior deputy watched 
the cook prepare the food and once it was cooked, the senior had to taste 
it to make sure it wasn’t poisoned. A cook entered module 1310 to prepare 
Sirhan’s breakfast, lunch and dinner. 

HIGH SECURITY 
No guns were ever to enter the security area of module 1310. All guns 

belonging to the deputies working inside were kept in gun lockers outside 
the module area. Senior Deputy Scutter, who was assigned to the Hall of 
Justice Jail on PM Shift, bragged that he could sneak a gun through security 
into module 1310. One day he was preparing to enter module 1310 and 
was searched on the elevator landing, where search deputies discovered a 
gun hidden under his pants leg inside an ankle holster. It was reported and 
an intensive investigation followed. After the investigation was complete, 
Scutter was fired. 

This story will be continued in the August issue. I
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