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PATROL MAIN OFFICE

The opening of the Hall of Justice in 1926 

allowed the Sheriff ’s command staff to 

be centralized. This included a unit called 

Patrol Main Office (PMO), which was a resource 

pool of male and female deputies available to fill 

in vacancies created by vacations, sick call-ins and 

IODs. They also transported prisoners around the 

county and picked up persons for mental health 

evaluations. When deputies first graduated from 

the Sheriff ’s Academy, they were assigned to work 

in the jail. As vacancies at PMO opened up, they 

transferred there to await their assignments at a 

patrol station.

Patrol Main Office was located on the second 

floor of the Hall of Justice. After walking through 

the Broadway entrance and down a short flight 

of stairs, to the right there was a hallway that led 

to PMO. Down the hall was a large room where 

deputies waited to be called for transportation 

runs. This room, referred to as the “bullpen” 

due to the large number of male deputies, had a 

coffeepot as well as tables and chairs where they 

could drink coffee, talk, read or play cards while 

awaiting their assignments. Also located inside 

the room were small offices for use by the captain, 

sergeant of Mental Health Detail and sergeant 

of Statewide. The Statewide sergeant assigned 

deputies to transport inmates by bus to and 

from prisons throughout the state. If the trip to 

Northern California took three or four days, the 

deputies would stop and sleep overnight, placing 

any inmates in a local jail. The Mental Health 

sergeant sent deputies to pick up persons listed in 

warrants for mental health evaluation. Two senior 

deputies worked at a desk in the large room, taking 

phone calls from units needing fill-ins and sending 

personnel as needed. Depending on the size of the 

group, deputies were briefed in the bullpen, the 

hallway or even the sergeant’s office. Uniform and 

weapons inspections might be conducted at this 

time as well.

BUS TRANSPORTATION
Each day, deputies from Patrol Main Office 

would drive transportation buses around the 

county, picking up prisoners from Sheriff ’s 

stations and other police agencies and bringing 

them back to the Hall of Justice, where they were 

processed into the jail system. During the week, 

PMO deputies driving Crown buses would take 

inmates from the County jail to outlying courts 

within L.A. County.

The Crown buses were easily recognizable with 

their barred windows, emergency lights, black-

and-white paint jobs and the words “Los Angeles 

County Sheriff” emblazoned in black block letters 

on the sides. A door with a heavy screen kept 

inmates secure in the back, while in the front was 

a driver along with another deputy who faced the 

back of the bus, keeping watch on the prisoners. 

A gun locker in the front was available in case a 

deputy needed to lock up their weapon before 

entering the back of the bus with the inmates. 

There was also a small area to the side that was 

used to separate females from males, and those 

deemed “keep-aways” separated from everybody. 

In the very back on the passenger side was an 

enclosure approximately three by three feet that 

could be entered through a small door on the 

outside of the bus. This area, enclosed with heavy-

duty mesh screen, was occupied by a third deputy 

armed with a duty revolver. The mesh had two-

inch openings, allowing the deputy to fire through 

the screen if necessary. Being in the back with the 

exhaust fumes leaking in was very unpleasant, so it 

was a great relief when these buses were eventually 

replaced by others without the enclosure.

A 1958 Crown bus used by the Sheriff ’s Department 

The interior of one of the Department’s Crown buses, 
with the third deputy’s security area in the rear

The security area in the back of the bus where an 
armed deputy was stationed

The compartment where females or “keep-aways” 
could be separated from other inmates
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SHIRTS
4 Double-needle stitching 
4 7-button front
4 2 chest pockets with rounded corners and hook-and-loop closure
4 Convertible collar on short-sleeve shirts
4 Satin-lined collar with collar stays and elbow reinforcements 

on long-sleeve version
4 Exterior badge tab with metal eyelets
4 Functional epaulets

PANTS
4 Keystone belt loops with center-back standard belt loop
4 Solid brass zipper with French fly tab-and-button closure

For Women
4 NEW Function Fit with a contoured shape custom-designed for 

female deputies! 
4 Comfort Cool-Flex waistband extends up to 3” to fit different 

body types and eliminate gaping at the back

For Men
4 2” Ban-Rol continuous closed waistband with Snugtex to keep 

shirt tucked in
4 2 on-seam pockets

In continuing to provide LASD gear at unbeatable prices for personnel, the SRA Emporium is now 
pleased to introduce Department-approved Horace Small Class A men’s and women’s uniforms!

SRA SPECIAL PRICES!

SAVE EVEN MORE ON COMBOS!
Short-sleeve shirt with pants   $114
Long-sleeve shirt with pants   $119

Sheriffs’ Relief Association Emporium 
STARS Center, Whittier (562) 946-7271 

For more info, visit sheriffsrelief.org/store

NOW AVAILABLE AT 
SRA EMPORIUM

CLASS A UNIFORM
CLASS B UNIFORMS ARE ON ORDER.  

CHECK THE SRA WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Department 
Approved

$59
$64

$58
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After briefing, inmates attending court were 

handcuffed in four-person chains, then taken 

to the freight elevator and told to face the back. 

The elevator would descend to the basement, 

where they would be taken to the jail compound 

and loaded onto the bus. Once the inmates had 

boarded, the deputies entered and the bus drove 

away. Another bus pulled in and the process was 

repeated with the next group. Most of the inmates 

were being transported to a large courthouse, so 

they were the last to exit the bus. Those reporting 

to smaller courthouses were dropped off along the 

way. After everyone had been unloaded, the PMO 

deputies worked the court lockup until all of the 

inmates in that courthouse had attended court. 

The prisoners were then loaded back onto the bus 

and returned to the Hall of Justice Jail. 

A fenced County parking lot, complete with gas 

pumps, on the northeast corner of Grand Avenue 

and Temple Street was where the buses, along 

with radio cars, station wagons and unmarked 

vehicles were kept when they were not being 

used. The buses were gas-powered until 1962, 

when the Department switched to diesel. The 

bus transmissions had all been stick-shift, and 

when a bus with an automatic transmission was 

purchased, everyone wanted to drive it. Some of 

the buses had previously been Flexible Flyer cross-

country luxury coaches. Referred to as “the Flex,” 

they made for a very comfortable ride. Some of the 

older buses were called “side-loaders” because they 

had four doors on the side to load prisoners. While 

most buses only sat two to a seat, the side loaders 

could fit four. Station wagons were often used 

when transporting one or two males or a female 

inmate to and from court.

MENTAL HEALTH DETAIL
One job deputies dreaded was referred to as a 

“psycho run.” On this assignment, they had to pick 

up people who had been certified as mentally ill by 

a judge in Department 95 of the Superior Court 

and transport them to a mental hospital for 72-

hour evaluation.

Since there was no criteria that had to be met 

for a person to be admitted for a 72-hour obser-

vation hold, the decision was up to the judge. All 

that was necessary to have a person picked up was 

filling out the paperwork describing their behavior 

and the problems they were creating. This infor-

mation was included in the medical warrant that 

was issued by the court. Sometimes false claims 

were made to disrupt a competitor’s business or 

cause problems for someone they didn’t like.

The three deputies assigned to the Mental 

Health Detail had the task of going to the person’s 

home, taking them into custody and transporting 

them to Unit 3, which was the psychiatric unit of 

the Los Angeles County Medical Center. Since it 

was felt that the sight of uniforms would be upset-

ting, deputies wore a suit and tie so as not to appear 

intimidating. A female deputy always accompanied 

the male deputy if the person being committed was 

a woman.

TAKING A PERSON INTO CUSTODY
Someone who had previously been admitted 

for a 72-hour hold was not generally willing to 

open the door, making it necessary, on occasion, 

for the deputy to crawl through an open window to 

take the person into custody. The thought of being 

handcuffed or returned to a mental hospital, where 

they might be placed in a straitjacket or locked 

in a room, added more strain to an already tense 

situation. Struggles or fights were not uncommon. 

People who were not mentally ill, especially, would 

put up fierce resistance because they did not want 

to be committed, and who could blame them? 

Deputies’ shirts and pants were sometimes ripped 

to shreds and ties torn off. Female deputies, who 

wore a skirt and blouse and carried their gun and 

handcuffs in a purse, had an especially difficult 

time. You can only imagine how difficult it was 

to fight a patient while wearing a skirt and trying 

to hold on to a purse. Tools that would have 

been helpful, such as the Taser, pepper spray and 

Stunbag shotgun, were still in the distant future. 

Deputies did not have portable radios, so the 

only way to call for assistance was to either run 

out to the car or use the house phone from their 

location. The 9-1-1 emergency number did not 

yet exist, so the entire phone number, sometimes 

including area code, had to be dialed.

If deputies were involved in a fierce fight, they 

would yell at whoever else might be there to call 

the Sheriff station and request four deputies to 

respond Code 3 to that address. If the subject was 

extremely violent or excessively strong, they would 

ask that three two-man units be sent. Those who 

were too violent to handcuff were transported by 

ambulance, strapped to a gurney. Patients were 

only handcuffed if they were violent or expected 

to become violent. In order to avoid a fight and 

get the person to come along quietly, Deputy 

Tom Vetter would tell the subject that their doctor 

wanted to see them and they had come to give him 

a ride. This worked until the person realized they 

weren’t going in the direction of his doctor’s office.

After deputies arrived at the hospital to have 

the person committed, there was usually an 

electric lock that had to be activated to allow 

entrance into the lobby. Once inside, the papers 

were submitted through a window, another door 

was buzzed open and men dressed in white, along 

A bus leaving the Hall of Justice Jail 

Bus driver’s seat, with a stick shift and Sheriff ’s 
radio

Buses and vans were the primary vehicles used to 
transport inmates.
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with a doctor, took the patient away. If the person 

had been committed before and didn’t want to go 

back, a fight was not uncommon.

TRANSPORTING PATIENTS
One day, Deputy Tom Vetter and his part-

ner were told to pick up a former military man 

who had been a crew member on the Enola 

Gay, the aircraft that dropped the atomic bomb 

on Hiroshima during World War II. The man’s 

mother explained that her son sometimes became 

extremely violent and the only way to keep him 

calm was by singing patriotic songs. The radio 

cars didn’t have security screens, so Vetter rode in 

the backseat with the patient, and from the time 

they entered the car until they reached the hos-

pital they sang at the top of their lungs. The day 

was extremely hot, and since the Sheriff ’s vehicles 

didn’t have air conditioning, all of the windows 

were rolled down. Vetter remembers them sing-

ing “The Caissons Go Rolling Along” so loudly 

that people in the cars alongside kept looking at 

them. Singing was, in fact, very effective and kept 

the patient calm for the entire trip to the hospital.

SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS
PMO deputies were given assignments, such as 

security for football games and special events at the 

L.A. Memorial Coliseum. A captain, two lieutenants, 

sergeants and deputies assisted during the Los 

Angeles Rams and USC football games, as well as 

at the Los Angeles County Sheriff ’s Rodeo, which 

was held at the Coliseum every year. They manned 

a Sheriff ’s recruitment booth at the Los Angeles 

County Fair, inside which a patrol car and a table with 

Sheriff ’s Department portraits was on display. They 

also worked temporary undercover assignments, 

but this usually involved female deputies posing as 

prostitutes during sting operations. 

Another duty of the PMO deputies was to 

transport and protect juries and provide ex-

tra security in courtrooms where high-profile 

cases were being held. The captain assigned 

Deputies John Johnson and Raul Campos to es-

cort Gregory Powell and Jimmy Smith, known 

as the “Onion Field Killers” for kidnapping two 

LAPD officers and murdering one in an onion 

field near Bakersfield. The deputies escorted 

the inmates between the 10th floor of the Hall 

of Justice Jail and the courtroom on the eighth 

floor, then remained in the courtroom for extra 

security. When the killers, attorneys, jury and 

court officials traveled to the onion field to view 

the scene of the murder, Deputies Johnson and 

Campos transported the killers in a radio car. To 

keep Powell and Smith from attacking anyone or 

attempting an escape, chains were placed around 

their waist with one hand cuffed on each side, 

and they wore leg chains to prevent them from 

running. After being placed in the backseat of 

the radio car, their leg chains were attached to 

an eyebolt mounted to the floor. The group left 

at noon, and when they arrived, the prosecutor 

walked them through the field, explaining what 

had taken place. Some jury members wanted to 

see what the location looked like at night, when 

the killing had actually occurred. Since it didn’t 

get dark until 8 p.m., the prisoners wouldn’t get 

back until after mealtime, so the deputies had to 

take them along and buy their dinner when they 

picked up food from a restaurant. 

ASSISTING OTHER SHERIFF’S  
UNITS

PMO deputies would travel by plane, train or 

patrol car when assisting the Fugitive Detail and 

Detective Bureau in transporting prisoners back 

to L.A. County from other parts of California or 

from other states. If a close relative should die 

while an inmate was in custody, the inmate’s at-

torney could obtain a court order for them to 

attend the funeral. PMO deputies would take 

them to the service, where they were uncuffed but 

watched closely.

Every day, a PMO deputy would go to LAPD 

and obtain their hot sheet, which was a list of ve-

hicles stolen in their area. The list would be cop-

ied and distributed to all of the Sheriff ’s stations. 

PMO deputies also transported Sheriff ’s ex-

ecutives to special events and meetings.

FEMALE DEPUTIES
During the time Patrol Main Office was in op-

eration, female deputies only worked jails, Juvenile 

Bureau and complaint desks. Female deputies were 

not assigned to work in patrol cars until 1972. Since 

only females worked as dispatchers, one would be 

sent from PMO to fill in if needed. 

TRANSPORTATION BUREAU
Men’s Central Jail opened in 1963 with 

enough modules and dorms to house over 

6,000 inmates, thus alleviating overcrowding at 

the Hall of Justice Jail. The building included 

an Inmate Reception Center, which replaced 

the Booking Office at the Hall of Justice Jail, 

and in the back, northeast corner, was the new 

Transportation Bureau. Patrol Main Office was 

transformed into Transportation Bureau and all 

of the personnel were transferred to their new 

homes, where there were offices for the captain, 

sergeant and secretaries. Deputies working the 

front desk operated the gate where buses trans-

porting inmates entered the compound. They 

also coordinated and assigned buses to pick up 

and drop off prisoners.

Patrol Main Office served an important func-

tion during its time of operation. It provided dep-

uties to fill temporary vacancies throughout the 

Sheriff ’s Department and became very efficient 

at transporting inmates around the county. The 

knowledge and experience gained at Patrol Main 

Office refined procedures and created an effective 

system for others to follow as the new Transporta-

tion Bureau faced the challenges of the future. I 

Buses in the TST compound A Transportation bus on the road

The Transportation Bureau desk
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