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THE GLAMOUR GIRL SLAYER: 
HARVEY GLATMAN CASE

Back in 1927, when Harvey Glatman was 
born, and during his lifetime, not a lot was 
known about serial killers. Glatman, how-

ever, changed all that as he became the first killer 
profiled by the FBI.  

HARVEY GLATMAN’S CHILDHOOD
When he was a child, Harvey displayed deviate, 

sadomasochistic sexual tendencies, a behavior that 
deeply disturbed his parents. He felt sexual plea-
sure from giving or receiving pain or humiliation. 
After walking in on him as he was involved in some 
bizarre acts, they took him to their family doctor 
who said that it was just a phase and that he would 
outgrow it. As a teenager, Glatman began to break 
into apartments, tie up the women and fondle, but 
not rape them. He would then force them to pose 
for him as he took pictures to remember them by. 

CRIMES IN COLORADO
In May 1945, Glatman tied Eula Jo Hand 

to a telephone pole while holding her at gun-
point. After he molested her, she reported 
it to the police, saying she recognized him 
because he was a fellow student at East High 
School. Police arrested him, but his mother 
bailed him out. While out on bail, Glatman 
bound, gagged and sexually molested Norene 
Lauer in Boulder, Colorado. He was arrested 
and convicted on that charge, spending eight 
months in prison for the second crime. 

SERIAL KILLER EARLY 
WARNING SIGNS

Deputy Chris Miller worked for over 
25 years in the Video Production Unit of 
the Los Angeles County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment, producing over 500 law enforcement 
training programs. During this time, he 
interviewed investigators, criminals and 
subject matter experts, as well as researching 
news articles, publications and documenta-
ries on these subjects. He learned about the 
early warning signs that indicate the like-
lihood of a child becoming a serial killer, 
knowledge that was not available during 
Harvey Glatman’s time. Serial killers don’t 
necessarily display all of the indicators, but 
they do display many of them. 

Substance abuse, child abuse and an 
unstable family life are indicators that a 

child may grow up to become a serial killer, but 
these weren’t applicable to Harvey Glatman, who 
grew up in a normal family. The indicators that did 
involve Glatman were antisocial behavior, arson, 
torturing animals, voyeurism, having trouble 
keeping jobs and using his superior intelligence 
to manipulate others. 

Glatman was an only child with no social skills 
and no friends as he was growing up. He was not 
a good looking boy. In fact, he had the nickname 
of weasel, which didn’t help his self-esteem or his 
interaction with girls. As a child living in New 
York, Glatman was arrested for setting buildings 
on fire and was also known for torturing animals. 

As a teenager, Glatman was a social outcast. 
Since he could not get a date, he would sneak 
around the homes in his neighborhood and 
spy on girls and women. Although quite intel-
ligent, he felt no sympathy or empathy, which 
made him even more dangerous because he 
could do terrible things to people without 
being affected. 

DETECTIVE MAGAZINES 
DEPICTING VICTIMS OF 
BONDAGE AND TORTURE

During the 1950s, so-called “detective maga-
zines” became quite popular. They contained 
shocking or disturbing stories about actual 
crimes. On the covers of these magazines were 
staged photos of crime victims, many depicting 
women tied up and gagged, often with a look of 
terror on their faces. 

Harvey Glatman did not have a steady job, 
working off and on as a TV repairman. After mov-
ing from Colorado to Los Angeles, the amateur 
photographer portrayed himself as a professional 

photographer, placing ads looking for models 
to do crime scene reenactments for the covers 
of detective magazines. 

Believing it was part of a photoshoot, the 
unsuspecting models allowed Glatman to tie 
them up. Once they were bound and gagged so 
they couldn’t get loose, he sexually assaulted 
them, all the while taking photographs to 
capture their pain as he raped them over and 
over. Once he was through raping them, he 
tortured them until they displayed the most 
horrible terror on their faces, photographing 
the helpless women as they trembled and cried, 
begging him to stop. He reveled in all of these 
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details, keeping the photos so he 
could relive the experience later, 
after he killed them. 

Once Glatman had finished 
raping and torturing his victims, 
he followed the same pattern to 
kill them. Transporting her to the 
desert, she was removed from his 
car with her hands still bound. Her 
feet were tied with a rope, which 
was then looped around her neck. 
He then pulled back on the rope as 
hard as he could and held it there 
until she quit struggling. 

VICTIM JUDY DULL
On August 1, 1957, 19-year-old 

Judy Dull, who was going through 
a divorce, was in dire need of 
money to pay an attorney to fight 
her ex-husband for custody of 
their 1-year-old daughter. Dull 
had seen an ad placed by Harvey 
Glatman for a modeling job. After 
calling Glatman, they agreed on 
$20 for the photoshoot. Glatman 
asked if he could take the photos 
at her place since the studio he 
used wasn’t available. Dull 
found this reassuring since 
she could remain in the 
security of her own apart-
ment with her roommates 
present. 

When Glatman arrived 
at Dull ’s West Holly-
wood apartment, he told 
her that his friend had a 
cancellation and his stu-
dio was available, so now 
they could go there for 
the photoshoot. Needing 
the money, she reluctantly 
agreed. Before leaving, 
Glatman was introduced 
to Dull’s roommates, Betty 
Carver and Lynn Lykles, 
who were also pinup mod-
els. He identified himself as 
Johnny Glenn and left the 
girls his phone number. 

Glatman and Dull walked out to the car and 
drove away. He took her to his home where he had 
set up a makeshift studio. In the first pictures he 
had her in classic model poses looking innocent, 
but then said that he needed to tie her up to look 
like a kidnap victim. Dull willingly let Glatman 
tie rope around her wrists, knees and ankles and 
then gag her. 

A f ter she was 
bound and gagged, 
to get the look of fear 
he wanted, Glatman 
produced a gun and 
threatened to kill her. 
He then began pho-
tographing her as he 
raped and tortured her. 
Dull’s eyes displayed 
not only pure terror, 
but utter frustration 
at placing herself in a 
vulnerable situation 
from which she could 
not escape. This was 
the look that satisfied 
Glatman’s sick desires, 

so he repeatedly raped her as he continued taking 
photographs.

Glatman felt a special connection with this 
victim so, after raping her and while she was still 
bound and gagged, he sat her in a chair and they 
watched TV together. After a while, Dull requested 
to use the restroom. Glatman agreed, but said 
he’d kill her if she tried anything. Glatman then 
forced Dull to strip for him. After she used the 

restroom, he had her put on a dress 
instead of the skirt and sweater she 
had been wearing. While she was 
putting on the dress, she tried to 
assure Glatman that she wouldn’t 
say anything to her roommates or 
the police. That’s when he noticed 
the rope marks on her wrists and 
realized right then that Dull had to 
die. After all, not only would her 
roommates question her about the 
rope marks, but Dull knew what he 
looked like, what car he drove and 
where he lived. 

After watching TV again for a 
while, Glatman told Dull that he 
was going to take her to the desert, 
have sex with her one last time and 
then release her. He never intended 
to release her. Tying her hands 
once again, they went out to the 
car and drove to an isolated area 
in the desert of San Bernardino 
County. Glatman helped her out of 
the car and spread a blanket on the 
ground. After she laid on the blan-
ket, she was shocked as Glatman 
began tying her ankles together. If 
he intended to let her go, why was 
he binding her legs together? He 
raped Dull one last time, then pho-
tographed her lying tied up in the 

desert. Placing his knee in her back, he tied a five 
foot piece of rope to her ankles, wrapped the other 
end around her neck and pulled it as hard as he 
could. She struggled as he continued pulling on the 
rope, but finally went limp and moved no longer.

Harvey let go of the rope and took photographs 
of the dead model, after which he dragged her 20 
yards to an area filled with sand. Using one of the 
victim’s shoes, he dug out a depression, then rolled 
her body into the shallow grave. The shoe was then 
used to scoop and pour sand over her body to con-
ceal it. Once he was done, he picked up his blanket 
and ropes, placed them in the trunk of his car and 
began the long drive back to Hollywood. 

A CAUSE FOR ALARM
When Dull failed to return from the pho-

toshoot, Carver called the phone number she 
was given by Glatman and it was answered at a 
machine shop. No one there had ever heard of 
Johnny Glenn, the name given by Glatman. Carver 
then called the West Hollywood Station of the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff ’s Department. The Sher-
iff ’s Department distributed an all-points bulletin 
for Johnny Glenn. They described him as wearing 

continued on page 10

Judy Dull in Glatman’s home
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horn-rimmed glasses, 29 years old, 5 feet 9 inches, 
150 pounds, brown hair and olive complexion. 

A few days after Judy Dull’s disappearance, 
her ex-husband Robert Dull petitioned the court 
and was granted full custody of their daughter, 
Suzanne.

THE LONELY HEARTS CLUB
Glatman was concerned that Dull’s roommates 

had seen him and that the Sheriff ’s Department 
may have distributed a drawing of him to the 
women doing modeling work in the area. He didn’t 
want to take the chance that one of the models he 
hired might identify him, so he decided to take a 
different approach. Seeing an ad for a lonely hearts 
club, he decided to join.

VICTIM SHIRLEY ANN BRIDGEFORD
Shirley Ann Bridgeford was a divorced 24-year-

old who lived with her mother and two children in 
Sun Valley. Bridgeford had joined a lonely hearts 
club in Los Angeles in order to start dating again. 
On March 9, 1958, she was contacted by Harvey 
Glatman, who identified himself as George Wil-
liams. When Glatman picked her up at her mother’s 
home, he met Bridgeford’s mother and several other 
relatives. Glatman and Bridgeford left that night to 
go out dancing and she was never seen again. When 
police checked the dating club’s registration, the 
description of Williams didn’t match the man who 
picked Bridgeford up. His residence turned out to 
be a nonexistent address in Pasadena. 

This murder caused news reporters to refer to 
the suspect as “The Lonely Hearts Killer.” Later, 
when it was determined that the majority of the 

murder victims were models, they referred to him 
as “The Glamour Girl Slayer.” 

VICTIM RUTH MERCADO
Deciding to target models again, Harvey soon 

found his next victim. Ruth Mercado had just 
moved from New York and was working as a pinup 
model and stripper under the name of Angela Rojas. 
Her landlord said that she left with an unknown 
man for a photoshoot and never returned. Days 
later, when her landlord finally decided to unlock 
the door to her apartment, he found an unpleasant 
surprise. Mercado’s dog and two parakeets were 
near death, having gone without food or water for 
four days. The landlord notified the LAPD to report 
her missing. 

VICTIM LORRAINE VIGIL
Lorraine Vigil, who had just registered with a 

Hollywood modeling agency, finally brought Glat-
man’s crime spree to an end. After agreeing on all 
the photoshoot details, Glatman arrived to pick her 
up. They entered his car and drove onto the Santa 
Ana Freeway at a high rate of speed toward Orange 
County. Vigil became very upset when she realized 
that Glatman was not going in the right direction. 
She voiced her concerns, but Glatman just stared 
straight ahead, ignoring her. He refused to look at 
Vigil or answer any of her questions. 

He finally turned off the freeway onto a small 
road in a desolate area and brought the vehicle to 
a stop, saying he had a flat tire. Instead of getting 
out, however, Glatman pulled a gun and pointed 
it directly at Vigil, who, panicking, frantically 
grabbed the barrel. Glatman was enraged. He had 

never before had a victim fight back. Although 
incensed by her nerve to grab his gun, Glatman 
was not a very big man and was unable to wrestle 
the weapon back from her. Glatman threatened to 
kill her if she didn’t let go, but Vigil held on to the 
barrel of the gun with all her might as they con-
tinued struggling to gain control. As Vigil was 
yelling at him, Glatman grabbed a piece of rope and 
attempted to force her free hand behind her back. 
When that didn’t work, he then tried a different 
tactic, trying to convince her that if she cooperated, 
he wouldn’t hurt her. But Vigil refused, knowing he 
would kill her if she let go. Suddenly, the gun fired! 
The bullet lodged in the car’s seat missing them 
both, but in doing so, made a hole in Vigil’s favorite 
dress! She went into a rage! 

Using her free hand she managed to open the car 
door and, still struggling over the gun, they both 
fell out and tumbled onto the shoulder of the road. 
As cars passed by, they rolled around on the ground 
fighting over the gun. Intent on getting the weapon 
away from him, Vigil bit Glatman’s wrist and he 
immediately let go. Having the gun in her posses-
sion, she began beating him. This continued until he 
began crying and begging her to give the gun back 
so he could leave. Vigil would have shot him if she 
could, but having never fired a gun before she didn’t 
know how. Still, he didn’t know that. The Highway 
Patrol was driving by and observed a woman pum-
meling a defenseless man. At first they thought that 
Vigil, who was assaulting Glatman, was the suspect, 
but after talking to both of them, realized that Glat-
man had assaulted and attempted to rape Vigil. 

THE CONFESSION
The Highway Patrol officers transported and 

booked Glatman into the Orange County jail. 

Los Angeles Sheriffs’ Museum  continued from page 9

Shirley Ann Bridgeford Lorraine Vigil describes her ordeal with Glatman.
Glatman shows investigators where he killed Judy 
Dull.
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When interviewed by detectives, he confessed to 
the other killings, describing how he bound and 
gagged the victims and, while torturing them, they 
begged for him to kill them. The concerned agen-
cies were notified, and after talking to Glatman, 
determined that he was the murderer for whom 
they had been searching. Judy Dull was killed in 
the jurisdiction of the Los Angeles County Sher-
iff ’s Department, while Shirley Ann Bridgeford 
and Ruth Mercado were killed in LAPD’s area. 

DISTURBING EVIDENCE 
DISCOVERED

A search of his home provided detectives 
with a toolbox containing rolls of film, which, 
when developed, revealed images of Judy Dull, 
Shirley Ann Bridgeford and Ruth Mercado from 
the time each victim was bound and gagged 

until they were tortured and 
killed. Even hardened homicide 
investigators were deeply dis-
turbed by the graphic photos. 

GLATMAN’S MURDER 
SPREE ENDS

Harvey Glatman was never to 
rape again. After being tried and 
convicted, he was executed in the 
gas chamber at San Quentin on 
September 18, 1959. 

ONE LAST VICTIM: 
DOROTHY HOWARD

Silvia Patten, a crime historian, 
was writing a book on Harvey Glat-
man. While researching women in 

Colorado who had disappeared during the time 

Glatman lived there, she read about Dorothy 
Howard. The 18-year-old was reported miss-
ing from Phoenix, Arizona, in March 1954. On 
April 8, 1954, the naked and battered body of a 
young woman was found on the banks of Boulder 
Creek in Boulder, Colorado. The woman’s body 
remained unidentified until 2009 when Sylvia, 
convinced that Dorothy was a victim of Glatman, 
contacted the police. The body was exhumed 
and a DNA test identified the remains as those 
of Dorothy Howard. Although Glatman had 
already been executed and would not be charged 
for the murder, the discovery allowed closure for 
her family.  

APPEARANCE ON DETECTIVE  
MAGAZINE COVERS

Glatman’s models thought they were going 
to be on a magazine cover portraying crime vic-
tims. Instead, each unsuspecting young woman 
who voluntarily allowed herself to be bound and 
gagged realized too late that she was the one who 
was going to be the crime victim. It was only after 
reaching this point of no return did they real-
ize the gravity of their situation, and the horror 
ref lected in their faces was photographed by a 
sadistic man who’s goal in life was to control, 
rape, torture and murder.  

The lie Harvey Glatman told these young 
women ultimately became the truth. 

After his execution, word of the heinous 
crimes spread and publishers obtained photos 
of the victims during the last moments of their 
lives. Harvey Glatman shared these covers as well. 
The faces of the victims may have shown terror, 
but Harvey Glatman was, himself, the face of 
terror. IDorothy Howard with her ex-husband

A deputy handcuffs Glatman after his arraignment. Deputies wore 
cross-draw holsters in those days.
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