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A VOICE FOR THE SHERIFF’S 
DEPARTMENT

The television show America’s Got Talent 
has produced two winners who enthralled 
audiences with their talents as ventrilo-

quists, but it’s doubtful that either of them will 
ever have the lasting influence of one very special 
deputy. During the 1970s, ’80s and ’90s, the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff ’s Department had its own 
ventriloquist star who not only thrilled his audi-
ences but educated them as well. 

Aaron Williams was a professional ventriloquist 
who was first hired by Sheriff Peter J. Pitchess as a 
reserve deputy to perform at Sheriff ’s Department 
events. When Sherman Block became Sheriff, he 
appointed Aaron to a full-time position where he 
went to schools educating and entertaining chil-
dren. Through the magic of ventriloquism, Aaron 
broke down the wall between kids and deputies, 
teaching them how to stay safe and that police 
officers were there to help people, not harm them. 
This interaction with children provided a positive 
influence that affected their views of law enforce-
ment for the rest of their lives.

GROWING UP 
Aaron Williams was born on August 22, 1932, 

in Atlanta, Georgia. Facing very hard times, his 
16-year-old mother took a job as a maid working 
for a couple who traveled around the country. He 
was moved to his grandmother’s home and since 
he seldom saw his mother, he didn’t know her and 
thought his grandmother was his mother. One day, 
Aaron’s mother showed up and took her now-6-
year-old son with her to live in his middle aunt’s 
home in Dayton, Ohio.

His mother had an off-and-on relationship with 
a man who badly abused her. She and Aaron would 
live with the boyfriend until the abuse became 
so bad they would leave and move back in with 
Aaron’s aunt. His mother finally decided she was 
done living in a toxic environment with an abusive 
boyfriend and left for the last time. Sensing that 
she wasn’t coming back, the boyfriend said that if 
he couldn’t have her, no one could. So, one night 
he waited until she got off work and then shot her 
five times, killing her. 

At 8 years of age, Aaron found himself with no 
mother and no home. His eldest aunt took him in, 
but he quickly learned that if he wanted to stay there, 
he had to pay his way. Little Aaron managed to get 
hired at a bowling alley, and when he arrived home 

from work each night his aunt required him to place 
a dollar in a cigar box. Adding insult to injury, this 
aunt whom he barely knew left one day and never 
came back. It was now up to his uncle to raise him. 

Aaron was only in elementary school at the 
time. Other kids might have lashed out by causing 
trouble, joining a gang or using drugs, but not 
Aaron. Although Prohibition had been repealed 
in 1933, the repercussions lasted for years; there 
was big money in bootlegging, and Aaron grew 
up watching criminals transporting illegal booze. 
He had seen firsthand the devastating effects of 
alcohol on people’s lives. One of the kids he grew up 
with, a world-class athlete with a promising future, 
began drinking at a young age and by 10th grade 
was an alcoholic. He dropped out of school and his 
life went downhill from there. He was never able 
to overcome his addiction, and alcohol eventually 
killed him. Because of this, Aaron never smoked or 
drank. It would have been easy to quit school, but 
Aaron didn’t do that. Instead he gained a passion for 
learning, and it was this passion that he used later 
to encourage kids to remain in school. 

THE SCHOOL TRAFFIC SQUAD
Sergeant Hessinger, who worked for the Dayton 

Police Department, had a huge influence on Aaron 
when he was in elementary school. Hessinger, a 

white officer who treated everyone with respect, was 
in charge of the school traffic squad where kids acted 
as crossing guards directing traffic so that fellow 
students could cross the street safely. Aaron joined 
the school traffic squad and thoroughly enjoyed it.

Living in a rough neighborhood, he was always 
happy to see the police because there was a lot of 
violence and he felt safer when they were around. 
Aaron was a loner, steering clear of illegal activities 
and watching as some of his friends went to jail. He 
didn’t want that to happen to him. 

LEARNING MAGIC
Aaron was in fifth grade when a magician visited 

his school. His teacher asked him to help the man 
carry his equipment into the classroom. Aaron 
watched the show with fascination and decided 
that he wanted to learn to do that, too. He soon 
realized that magic was a great way to break the 
ice, overcome his shyness and talk to girls. He also 
realized that the magician who came to their school 
wasn’t very good. Nonetheless, magic had opened 
the door and ventriloquism would soon follow.

FIRST EXPOSURE TO 
VENTRILOQUISM 

Professional ventriloquist Edgar Bergen and 
his puppet, Charlie McCarthy, were popular when 

Deputy Aaron Williams and his puppet, Freddie, in their LASD uniforms
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Aaron was a child, and he always listened to their 
radio show. Even though it sounded like there were 
two people talking, he had seen a photo and knew 
Charlie McCarthy was a puppet. In 1942 Aaron went 
to the theater and watched a movie starring Edgar 
Bergen and Charlie McCarthy. He was fascinated 
by the talking puppet and even more amazed when 
the puppet jumped out of Edgar Bergen’s arms and 
ran around the room! 

In sixth grade, Aaron was called back into the 
classroom by his teacher, Miss Smith. One of the 
students had brought in a Charlie McCarthy doll 
that had a string coming out of its back. When the 
string was pulled, the doll’s mouth moved. Some of 
the kids told their teacher that Aaron could make 
the doll talk. Aaron took the doll, but had no idea 
what he was doing. Pulling repeatedly on the string, 
he attempted to throw his voice, but couldn’t do it. 
Miss Smith told Aaron later that she chose him to 
operate the doll because she had noticed that he was 
very good with his hands. 

THROWING HIS VOICE
In 1952, Aaron was working as a civilian 

messenger, with top secret clearance, at Patterson 
Air Force Base in Dayton, Ohio. While operating 
a duplicating machine with his back to the entry 
door, he would pass the time by singing or talking 
to himself. One day when he was talking to himself, 
a woman walked in the door and asked, “Do we 
have an intercom system in here now?” Aaron said 
that it wasn’t an intercom system and he was the 
one who was talking, but she insisted it was coming 
from someone else. A little while later, another 
lady came in and thought the same thing. Since 
Aaron had never had any ventriloquism training, 
he thought about what he had been doing when 
the women heard him and tried to replicate it. He 
started playing pranks on the people who came 
into the office. Telling them that the colonel was 
on the phone and wanted to talk to them, he would 
throw his voice as though it was coming over the 
telephone. The people he played the joke on were 
completely baffled.

THE MOVE FROM OHIO TO  
CALIFORNIA

In July 1957, Aaron moved from Ohio to 
California. Starting the trip with $6 in his pocket, 
he had three cents left by the time he reached Los 
Angeles. Needing money badly, he worked washing 
dishes and washing cars. Having nowhere to go, 
Aaron discovered that he could sleep in one of the 
theaters downtown for just 50 cents a night.

BECOMING A VENTRILOQUIST
On September 19, 1957, Aaron was given a job 

at Rapid Blueprint, where he earned $122 every two 
weeks operating a duplicating machine. Discovering 

that Aaron could throw his voice, a co-worker 
offered to pay him $150 a week to perform at clubs as 
a ventriloquist. In order to do this, however, Aaron 
needed a dummy. He was told that an actor who 
lived in Burbank had a dummy for sale, but after 
talking to the man, he realized that he couldn’t afford 
to buy the whole thing, so he asked, “How much for 
just the head?” 

Aaron had majored in art at school, so, after 
borrowing enough money to purchase the head, he 
put his creative talent to work making the dummy 
look like him. The dummy’s face was white, so Aaron 
bought some acrylic paint and painted the face to 
match his own. Searching through a Salvation Army 
store, he found an old doll and a wig. He removed the 
doll’s hands, which he painted to match the skin color 
of the dummy’s face, then designed a body with arms 
and legs for his puppet. Cutting the afro wig down 
until it fit perfectly, he then glued it to the dummy’s 
head. Through the years, Aaron created a variety of 
dummies that he used in his performances. 

WORKING CLUBS
Aaron began performing at different clubs for 

$5 a night, and the more he performed, the more 
proficient he became. Mantan Moreland, an actor 
who starred in Charlie Chan movies, was Aaron’s 
friend as well as his youngest daughter’s godfather. 
Mantan took Aaron to the Sands on Figueroa 
Boulevard and introduced him to the owner. He 
showed his skills and was hired. After the Watts 
Riots, Aaron began performing at the Persian Room. 
The publicist for the Smothers Brothers saw his act 
and introduced Aaron to Tom and Dick Smothers. 
They liked him so well that they hired him as a 
warmup act for their TV show. 

SMOTHERS BROTHERS TV SHOW
On The Smothers Brothers Comedy Hour, Aaron’s 

job was to engage the audience and get them 
laughing so that when the main show began, they 
would be prepped to react and laugh at the skits. He 
performed prior to the rehearsal, the dress rehearsal 
and the actual show. Each had a different audience 
and their reactions would be filmed. When the 
episode aired, footage of all three audiences was 
cut into different parts of the show, which made the 
crowd appear much larger than it actually was. Week 
after week, Aaron was so successful in getting the 
audience involved and laughing that the Smothers 
Brothers invited him to become a regular on their 
variety show. 

THE TONIGHT SHOW
In 1968, the Smothers Brothers were going to be 

on The Tonight Show and wanted Aaron to go with 
them. He flew to New York, performing, as usual, 
during the warmup. The following night Aaron was 
supposed to be included as one of the guests, but 

was bumped because the show ran over. Instead, 
he was on the next day, joining an impressive lineup 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Paul Newman and 
Nipsey Russell. After his appearance, Aaron went 
behind the curtain and saw Dr. King, who said 
that ventriloquism had always fascinated him and 
asked to be shown how the dummy worked. Aaron 
removed the head and demonstrated the controls 
he had to manipulate. When asked if he threw his 
voice to the dummy, Aaron said that he did. Dr. King 
seemed surprised. 

Over time, Aaron worked for and with many 
celebrities and politicians. He was the opening 
act, getting audiences laughing and clapping in 
preparation for the main show. Jerry Lewis, Sammy 
Davis Jr., Redd Foxx, singers Aretha Franklin and 
Dionne Warwick, as well as musical groups such as 
Friends of Distinction, the Temptations, and Gladys 
Night and the Pips were just some of the celebrities 
with whom he performed. He met Rosa Parks, who 
remembered seeing him on The Tonight Show. 

Even when he was working full-time as a 
deputy sheriff, Aaron still managed to appear with 
celebrities in Vegas and other parts of the country on 
his days off or while on vacation. Aaron performed 
in almost 30 countries, including a yearly visit to 
Japan, where he became so fluent in the language 
that he would perform his shows speaking Japanese. 

BECOMING A RESERVE DEPUTY
In 1967, Aaron Williams’ cousin, Bill Mitchell, 

was in the Sheriff ’s Academy and told Aaron that 
he should become a deputy. At 35 years old, Aaron 
had reached the cutoff age to become a deputy 
sheriff. As it turned out, Los Angeles County 
Sheriff Peter J. Pitchess had other ideas. Having 

A marquee advertising one of Aaron and Freddie’s 
Las Vegas appearances
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attended events where Aaron had performed with 
his puppet, Freddie, Pitchess was so impressed that 
he asked him to become a reserve deputy. Aaron 
told the Sheriff that although he was interested, it 
would be difficult because he was out of town a 
lot performing in Las Vegas and other cities. The 
Sheriff arranged to accommodate these restrictions 
by allowing Aaron to attend the Reserve Academy 
when he was available, over a longer period of time, 
with different Academy classes. It took a while, but 
Aaron completed the instruction required by Peace 
Officer Standards and Training. After doing so, he 
reported to the Sheriff ’s office on the second floor 
of the Hall of Justice, where he was presented his 
POST certificate personally by Sheriff Pitchess, who 
announced, “You’re one of us now.” He was then 
assigned to work for Deputy Janet Parker, who was 
the community service officer at Lennox Station. 
Performing at many Sheriff ’s Department events, 
Aaron proudly wore his uniform and even had a 
matching one made for Freddie.

APPOINTED POSITION
In 1982, when Sherman Block became Sheriff, 

he called with a proposal. He wanted Aaron to 
go around to schools in the area and perform for 
the kids. Since this man had a special and unique 
talent that benefited the Sheriff ’s Department, 
Sherman Block circumvented the 35-year age limit 
by appointing Aaron Williams to the position of 
deputy sheriff. Appointed positions were not subject 
to the age restriction. 

ADOPT-A-DEPUTY PROGRAM
Even before he became a member of the Sheriff ’s 

Department, deputies who taught during the 
Adopt-a-Deputy Program asked Aaron to come 
to the schools. After becoming a full-time deputy 

in 1982, Aaron focused on the Adopt-a-Deputy 
Program, which became the Substance Abuse 
Narcotics Education Program (SANE) in 1985. 
Regardless of the name, Aaron and Freddie reached 
out to thousands of children throughout the years, 
teaching them the importance of making wise 
choices in a confusing, and often dangerous, world.

LEARNING ABOUT HIS AUDIENCE
While growing up in Ohio, Aaron learned a useful 

skill from the traveling shows that occasionally came 
to town: If you know your venue and know your 
audience, you can make a connection.

When visiting colleges, Aaron would have some 
of the students help him unload his equipment. 

As they did, he would talk with them, gathering 
information about the school, such as how bad the 
food tasted and who was a favorite teacher.

Another thing Aaron learned from working with 
Sammy Davis Jr. and comedian Moms Mabley was 
to peek out from behind the curtain at the crowd as 
they were coming in. It helped so much to get a feel 
for the audience prior to going out on stage. 

Aaron would arrive early at schools and ask 
the principal and teachers about problems the 
kids were having. This way he could customize his 
presentation to address these issues.

Aaron performed at schools that were very 
diverse. In order to help break the ice and get the 
kids on his side, he would tell the students he wanted 
to say hello to them in their own language. He was 
never given a language where he couldn’t say hello. 
The kids enjoyed him so much that many times they 
would invite him to stay and have lunch with them, 
which he did. 

As the students filed in for the assembly, Aaron 
would ask them who the most popular girl in school 
was. After receiving the same name several times, 
he would remember it. Later in his presentation he 
would ask Freddie who his girlfriend was, and the 
response would be the name of the most popular 
girl. This always got a laugh. Another thing he did 
as everyone was entering was to perform magic. 
This got their attention and kept them entertained.

Aaron knew how to relate to kids. He understood 
and addressed their problems, keeping the program 
not only fun and educational, but interactive and 
personal. 

DEPUTIES WANT TO HELP
Bullying, drugs, gangs — problems faced by Aaron and Freddie performing at a SANE school assembly

Aaron and Freddie performing for schoolchildren

 16 Star News December 2017



many students on a regular basis. When speaking 
to his audience, Aaron made sure they understood 
that deputies were there to help, not to hurt them. 
Understanding builds confidence, so he would have 
one of the kids come up on stage, point out a piece 
of his uniform, then say what they thought it was 
used for. Aaron talked about all of the equipment 
deputies carry on their Sam Browne, explaining each 
item, one by one.

He told them that handcuffs needed to be put 
on criminals to keep them from escaping and from 
attacking the officers. He would ask who wanted to 
be handcuffed, then picked a boy and a girl to come 
up. He would put a cuff on one of the girl’s hands, 
and the other on one of the boy’s hands. After loosely 
handcuffing them together, he would say how secure 
the handcuffs were and that they couldn’t get out of 
them. The kids would slip out of the cuffs and give 
them to him, causing everyone in the audience to 
laugh. Aaron would then grab one of the girl’s hands 
and one of the boy’s, hold them in the air and say, 
“I now pronounce you husband and wife.” The kids 
would all laugh again.

He told them that deputies carry a lot of 
equipment to help control violent suspects, and if 
those people would only do as they were told and 
not attack officers, then the officers wouldn’t have 
to use these devices. He explained that police don’t 
want to shoot anyone, and only do it to save their 
lives or someone else’s life.

LESSONS TAUGHT
Aaron’s objective was to entertain his audience 

while instructing them about safety, staying in 
school and taking care of themselves. His method of 
teaching was to mix information with entertainment. 
Sometimes he would cut a rope, chew on it, then 
put it back together. He could also make colorful 
handkerchiefs appear out of nowhere. 

DISPLAYS
Aaron often created his own displays to use 

during presentations. One was a board with many 
toy guns mounted on it. The orange plugs had all 
been removed from the barrels, so you couldn’t tell 

they were toys by just looking at them. Along with 
the toy guns were two real guns. Aaron explained 
how law enforcement officers sometimes couldn’t 
tell toy guns from real guns, and how dangerous it 
was to play with guns. 

Working with Narcotics Bureau, he obtained 
drug paraphernalia and mounted them to three 
display boards. Under each item was a description 
of the harmful effects the drug had on a person’s 
body. Holding up a rope, Aaron explained that the 
rope was like a spinal cord. The spinal cord has 
many nerves that go to all parts of the body. When 
a person takes drugs, they’re distributed all over the 
body, thus affecting the entire person.

LITTLE PATROL CAR
Sheriff Block had seen a 

little black-and-white police 
car that was being used to 
entertain children at school 
events. It was maneuvered 
by a wireless remote control 
and had a microphone the 
operator could speak into so 
that their voice came out of 
a speaker inside the police 
car. There was a control box 
to activate the red lights and 
siren, and also to open and 
close the eyes on the police 
car. The Sheriff liked the 
idea so well, he had one purchased for Aaron to 
use during his school programs. The car was named 
“Little Patrol Car,” or LPC.

To introduce the LPC to the public, a press release 
was sent out announcing a new crime-fighting tool 
that would make its debut in the parking lot of the 
Hall of Justice. Since LAPD had recently obtained a 
battering ram to knock down doors when a suspect 
was barricaded in a house, the media was anxiously 
anticipating what they would see from the Sheriff ’s 
Department. 

The day of the unveiling, reporters were gathered 
in the parking lot in front of the Hall as Aaron hid 
around the corner with the little patrol car. When 
the Sheriff announced, “Here is our newest crime-
fighting vehicle,” the gate to the Hall of Justice 
compound opened and a Sheriff ’s refrigeration 
truck drove out. The news media was puzzled; how 
was this refrigeration truck going to fight crime? 
Just then, Aaron came around the corner with his 
little patrol car.

Walking behind the LPC and maneuvering it 
with the wireless remote, Aaron used his skills as a 
ventriloquist to talk into the microphone attached 
around his neck. His voice came out of the speaker 
on the LPC, and the news media couldn’t figure out 
where the voice was coming from because Aaron’s 
lips weren’t moving.

In addition to performing at school assemblies, 
Aaron used the LPC at station open houses and other 
Sheriff ’s events. He would maneuver the LPC from 
inside a van with tinted windows so the kids couldn’t 
see inside. The children could not figure out who was 
operating the car and how it was talking to them.

Since he could hear what was being said, he 
would ask questions, using the car to talk about 
safety and what they would do if they were faced 
with an unsafe situation. If their answer wasn’t the 
best, he would tell them a better way to handle the 
incident. Aaron wanted young people to understand 
that the police were there to help them. Even when 
they were busy keeping other people safe and didn’t 

have time to talk, they were still there to help.
Other small police agencies in Los Angeles 

County saw the popularity of the LPC and, after 
having Aaron give a demonstration, ended up 
purchasing one of their own. 

PREVENTING A KIDNAPPING
One little girl who saw Aaron and Freddie’s 

presentation remembered what he taught her about 
avoiding strangers. This knowledge prevented her 
from being kidnapped. The child’s mother wrote 
a grateful letter to Sheriff Block, thanking him for 
sending Aaron to her daughter’s school.

PROBLEM CHILD
The principal of one school asked Aaron if he 

would speak to a child who was causing problems. 
The boy lived with his single father and just needed 
someone to show that they cared. Aaron bought him 
a magic set and took it to him. The boy was thrilled.

AFTER SCHOOL
After Aaron performed at a school, he would 

stay around for a while. Talking to the crossing 
guards, he learned that some cars would drive by 
without stopping. Aaron reflected back on his time 

Aaron’s gun display

Children admiring the Little Patrol Car
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as a member of the school traffic squad. Wanting 
to help, he parked his black-and-white patrol car 
on a street near where the kids were picked up and 
stayed until school let out. Then, he sat in the car 
and watched. This really helped the school regulate 
the pedestrian and vehicle traffic that was creating 
a danger to the students. 

EVENINGS
In the evenings, Aaron would perform at Boy 

and Girl Scout meetings. Talking to the scout leaders 
prior to the meeting, he found out what the boys 
or girls needed to learn or what they were having 
trouble with, such as bullying. Aaron not only 
enjoyed his job, he was totally dedicated to it and 
often worked extra hours on his own time.

SPECIAL EVENTS
There are many kids with terminal diseases who 

cannot leave the hospital, even during the holidays. 
Aaron traveled to hospitals, performing for these 
children who could not leave their rooms. The huge 
smiles on their faces showed how much they enjoyed 
seeing Aaron and Freddie. He treated the kids as if 
they were being released from the hospital the next 
day, and never addressed their situation because 
he wanted them to live for the moment. The kids 
laughed and clapped as Aaron brought some joy 
into their mundane hospital atmosphere. 

During the holidays, Aaron and Freddie, along 
with Sheriff Sherman Block, Santa Claus and Sassy 
the Skunk, visited children in hospitals where 
the Sheriff would pass out presents to the young 
patients. Aaron even spent his own money to have 
a friend create the Sassy the Skunk adult-sized 
costume, which was worn by a deputy from the 
SANE unit. Sassy’s slogan was “Drugs stink.” 

Many toys were donated to the Sheriff ’s 
Department to give to children in need. When 
Aaron visited schools in low-income areas, he would 

take these gifts with him to present to the kids.
Another special event in which Aaron appeared 

was the locally televised SANE Telethon that raised 
money for the SANE Program. 

During holidays such as Thanksgiving, Aaron 
and Freddie would accompany deputies passing out 
turkeys to families who might not be able to afford 
a dinner.

SOLVING PROBLEMS
Aaron was also a problem solver. Should an 

issue develop between the Sheriff ’s Department 
and a school, Aaron was sent over there to resolve 
the situation. If a school didn’t want to continue or 
begin the SANE Program, Aaron would meet with 
the administrators. He always talked them into 
accepting the SANE Program.

SENIOR CITIZENS
Aaron even developed a presentation for senior 

citizens, where he used magic to demonstrate how 
people could steal money from them and scam 
them out of their life savings. He also showed how 
they could be shortchanged, even though they 
were watching exactly what he was doing. The 
key thing he wanted them to learn was that your 
eyes and ears can play tricks on you. If you think 
you see something and you are told something, 
then you believe it. That’s how con artists take 
advantage of the elderly. 
He demonstrated the 
shell game and three-
card Monte to show his 
audience that it’s not a 
game they could ever 
win, explaining that 
there was a reason they 
used the term magic 
“tricks,” because they 
were being tricked.

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS
A reporter for Channel 11 asked if they 

could produce an anti-drug public service 
announcement using Aaron and Freddie. When 
Aaron agreed, she came up with a slogan: “Say 
nope to dope and ugh to drugs.” The PSA aired 
on channels 11 and 9 for years, even winning a 
national award. Posters using the slogan and 
featuring Aaron and Freddie were distributed. 
Other PSAs were produced featuring Aaron and 
his puppet McGruff, the crime-fighting dog who 
advised people to “Take a bite out of crime!”

TV SHOW
Aaron and Freddie appeared in uniform on the 

TV show Diff ’rent Strokes. It was unique because 
the show took place in New York, and Aaron 
and Freddie were wearing Los Angeles County 
Sheriff ’s uniforms. The producers asked Sheriff 
Pitchess if Aaron and Freddie could wear New 
York Police Department uniforms, but Pitchess 
declined. Since they really wanted them on the 
show, the producers agreed. To get around the 
uniform issue, Aaron and Freddie were introduced 
as law enforcement officers from California who 
were going around the country telling kids how to 
stay safe from strangers. 

Sassy the Skunk, Sheriff Block, Santa Claus, Freddie, Aaron and other LASD 
personnel delivering holiday toys to children at the hospital Freddie and Aaron in an anti-drug PSA
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DODGER HERO
Standing in the middle of the field at Dodger 

Stadium, Aaron was honored as a Dodger Hero. It 
was overwhelming to look up and see himself on 
the huge jumbo screen. He was presented with a 
Dodgers uniform, tickets to Dodgers games and 
photographs of himself in the center of the baseball 
field receiving his award. 

THE END OF AN ERA
The 1998 election for Sheriff of Los Angeles 

County was a heated battle between Sherman 
Block and Leroy Baca. As it turned out, Block 
passed away unexpectedly before the ballots were 
cast, thus assuring Baca’s win. After securing his 
victory, the new Sheriff set about making changes 
and doing some reorganizing; this included the 
SANE Program. Although it was not eliminated, 
the name was changed to the STAR Program and 
the number of schools involved was significantly 
reduced.

Aaron Williams, who for so many years had 
been the voice of the Sheriff ’s 
Department, now found him-
self in a difficult situation. His 
position as deputy sheriff had 
been appointed by the former 
Sheriff, and the new Sheriff 
was not obligated to honor 
it. After a year of uncertainty, 
he was called into Assistant 
Sheriff Waldie’s office, where 
he turned in his badge. Dep-
uty Aaron Williams retired 
shortly thereafter, and the 
positive influence he had on 
so many schoolchildren came 
to an end. 

One day, Aaron ran into a 
member of the professional 
staff who worked Personnel 
Bureau. It was then that Aaron 
found out that in his 30-year 

career he had received more commendations than 
anyone else on the Department. 

SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
VOICE IS MISSING

Today, the effects of years without school out-
reach programs are making themselves known. 
The 56 deputies once assigned to the STAR Pro-
gram have dwindled to seven, and very few schools 
now participate. When kids see and hear the mostly 
negative stories about law enforcement portrayed 
by the media, there is no uniformed deputy coming 
to their classroom to answer their questions. The 
lack of face-to-face communication and interaction 
is causing many kids to grow up with a negative 
image and attitude toward police. It is becoming 
more difficult for law enforcement officers to do 
their job, and fear and misunderstanding may actu-
ally keep some kids from calling for help when a 
law enforcement officer is in trouble. Adding to 
this problem is the shortage of qualified applicants 
for deputy sheriff. 

Deputy Aaron Williams was the voice of the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff ’s Department, not only 
locally but around the world. He touched the hearts 
and minds of children with a kindness and under-
standing that greatly influenced their perception of 
deputies. It was a sad day when he no longer spoke 
for us, but to the thousands who saw him, the wit 
and wisdom of Aaron Williams and Freddie will 
be heard forever. 

Edited by Jan Jenkins (ret. LASD). IAaron and Freddie being honored at Dodger Stadium
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Greetings to all. October was one of 
the toughest months in recent years 
for the LASD. It appears that there 

were approximately 110 Sheriff ’s Department 
members and close to 240 family members of 
personnel at the Las Vegas incident. October 
also brought the one-year anniversaries of the 
deaths of Sergeants Steve Owen and Al Lopez. 
The outpouring of help from our local commu-
nities and Sheriff ’s Department personnel have 
been amazing.

As most of us know, almost every Depart-
ment member has been affected in some way by 

these incidents. It is important to know that the 
Department’s Psychological Services Bureau is 
available as a resource for all Department mem-
bers and their families. 

It is typical for people to experience a variety of 
emotions following such traumatic events. These 
feelings can include shock, sorrow, numbness, fear, 
anger and disillusionment. You may experience 
nightmares, and have trouble eating, sleeping, 
concentrating or even doing simple tasks. This is 
common and should pass after a while.

Try to remember that people are resilient, and 
sometimes it’s beneficial to remind one another 

that some of these thoughts and reactions fol-
lowing a critical incident are normal. One of the 
biggest advantages for law enforcement person-
nel is our camaraderie and the way we look out 
for one another. It is important to support one 
another during these tough times. It is impera-
tive for someone involved in a critical incident 
to stay away from heavy drinking or other reck-
less behavior, as they can lead to more problems 
down the line. 

For questions about Department resources, 
please call Psychological Services Bureau at (213) 
738-3500. I

By Mike Rodi
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